


CO 


eS - ee 
Q5 TH CONGee2ND SESS. 
aetna 


BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


{Continued from No. 27.] 


rest, accompanied by a report, which was ordered 
to be printed. ‘The bill was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. R. from the same committee, asked to 
be discharged from the farther consideration of the 
petition of the mother of Andrew Watts, which was 
goncurred in. 

Mr. GRUNDY said that the bill for the relief of 
J. P. Converse and Henry J. Rees, had been re- 
jected yesterday; and as he had voted for the rejec- 
tion, he should now move to reconsider that vote. 
He was always disposed to do strict justice to the 
application of claimants. From a conversation he 
had held with the head of the Post Office Depart- 
ment since the rejection of the bill, he had derived 
certain information which he was not before pos- 
sessed of in relation to that claim; and though he 
did not agree that the bill should be passed in its 
present shape, yet, if the Senate would indulge him 
in his wish to reconsider the vote, he would then 
move to recommit the bill to the committee that re- 
ported it, in order that the committee might have 
the benefit of the information he had cerived, and 
do what was right and just between the Govern- 
ment and claimants. 

Mr. MERRICK, who reported the bill, expressed 
a wish that the Senator might be gratified. He be- 
lieved the claim to be essentially a just one, and 
had advocated it with some zeal, on account of the 
opinion he entertained of its merits. 


The voie was taken on reconsideration, and 
carried in the affirmative; and the bill, on motion of 
Mr. GRUNDY, was recommitted to the Committee 
on Claims. 


Mr. LYON offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to the Senate acopy of such letters 
from Generals Scott and Brady and Major Gar- 
land, of the United States army, and a copy of 
such other evidence in possession of his Depart- 
ment as may tend to verify or refute certain charges 
against the Government of the United States, or 
the State of Michigan, made either direct or im- 
pliedly*by Lieutenant Colonel Maitland, of the 
military forces of Upper Canada, in his published 
official report of the 25th of February last, rela- 
tive to the dispersion of the forces assembled on 
Fighting island, in the Detroit river. 

Mr. L. said he had not seen the official report of 
Colonel Maitland, to which this resolution referred, 
but he believed he had given its date and descrip- 
tion with sufficient accuracy to identify it. 

He understood that it had been extensively pub- 
lished in both the Canadas and in England, and 
that it contained statements bearing against the 
Government of the United States, or, at least, 
against the official authorities acting in Michigan, 
which were incorrect and untrue, and were entirely 
disproved and refuted by the correspondence and 
evidence called for in the resolution. 

It was due to the gallant officers of the army, 
and to the Brady Guards, and other patriotic 
volunteers who sustained them on the Detroit fron- 
lier, and it was no less due to the character of the 
Government itself, that this refutation should be 
published as widely, if possible, as the original 
charges had been. 

He would not leave the British Government, 
nor would he leave the Government or people of 
Canada, any excuse or justification whatever for 
such an act of piracy and murder as had been 
committed, under the sanction of some of the offi- 
cial authorities of that Government, in the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline! He did not know that this 
atrocious act was approved by the British authori- 
ties at home, but he saw with great pain and regret 
that it seemed to be approved by the authorities of 
Canada. If he was not misinformed, the officer 
under whose direction the outrage was committed 
had been promoted, or honored in some other way 
for his services; and such was the public sentiment 
at Toronto, if we can believe the newspapers, that 
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onsome public occasion there lately, Capt. Marryaitt, 
an Officer of the British navy, and a writer of some 
distinction, gave as a toast: “ Captain Drew and his 
brave companions who cut out the steamboat Caroline!” 

He believed this siatement might be relied on as 
correct, for on account of it the Captain had since 
thai time been burnt in eifigy in the city of Detroit, 
and all his wrilings with him, in tront of the house 
where he was then staying; aad it was not known 
that he had ever disavowed the sentiment. 

Now, sir, said Mr. L. if such outrages are to 
pass not only without censure, but with positive 
and unqualified approbation, as in this instance, it 
is time for both this Government and the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain to look well to the conse- 
quences that may follow. 

What do we see already?) The newspapers of 
yesterday inform us that the British steamer Sir 
Robert Peel has been boarded, set fire to, and de- 
stroyed, by a body of armed men proceeding from 
our shores, while the boat was lying peaceably and 
quietly at anchor in eur waters, on the river Si. 
Lawrence! Is it not highly probable that this act 
has been committed in retaliation for the destruc- 
tion of the Caroline, and on account of the appro- 
val of that act by the Canadian authorities? And 
if such be the fact, sir, would it not be as reasona- 
ble in tis to approve this outrage as it was in them 
to approve that? But who is there in this nation, 
what public man or what private citizen is there, 
who will sanction the aggression? Not one, sir; 
none but reckless, lawless desperadoes, who, hav- 
ing neither character nor any thing else to lose 
themselves, would gladly plunge the nation into 
war, in the hope that something may turn up to 
their personal advantage. 

I trust, sir, the offenders will be brought to jus- 
tice; that they will be visited with the utmost rigor 
of the law; and that we shail set an example to our 
Canadian neighbors which it will be their interest, 
as well as their duty, to follow; for they may rest 
assured, that should a war once be kindled between 
the two countries, the result would be as little to 
their advantage as to our own, and it would un- 
questionably be one of the greatest and most deplo- 
rable calamities that could befall either. 

Mr. PRESTON asked if the consideration of the 
resolution was sought for now? He did not know 
that he should be opposed to the measure, but it 
struck him as somewhat peculiar te ask for infor- 
mation in relation to so delicate a matter, from su- 
bordinate offic rs. 

Mr. LYON said he felt no disposition to press it. 
The resolution might lie over in accordance with 
the rules of the Senate. 

Mr. WEBSTER then submitted the following: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
communicate to the Senate a copy of any order or 
circular issued by him to the collectors and recei- 
vers of public money since the passage of the joint 
resolution of the Ist of June, 1838, relating to the 
public revenues and dues to the Government. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a ‘bill authorizing the President 
of the United States to accept the services of vo- 
lunteers.” Mr. B. gave notice that as this was a 
bill of a public nature, and of some impertance, he 
should call it up at an early day. 

Mr. WHITE, agreeably to notice given, intro- 
duced a bill to regulate the modes of empanneling 
jurors in the Circuit and District Couris of the 
United States: referred to the Commitiee on the 
Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG, in accordance with notice pre- 
viously given, introduced a bill for the relief of 
Ephraim Sprague: referred to the Committee on 
Claims, 

Mr. BENTON said that a communication which 
had been received frem the Treasury Department 
in relation to the exchanges, &c. had been ordered 
to be printed, and the usual number had been struck 
off; but, as it was a document of some importance, 
going back as far as °83, several of his friends had 
suggested that an extra number had better be order- 
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ed, and, in accordance with that wish, so generally 


expressed, he would move that 3,000) copies be 
printed; which motion was concurred isi. 

The bill from the House establishing a uew Juds- 
cial Districtin the Territory of Florida; 

The bill making an appropriation for a compila- 
tion of the laws of Florida; and 

The bill making an appropriation for the pur- 
chase of a Law Library for the benefit of the Le- 
g.slative council ana Court of Appeals of the same 
Territory; were severally read and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

The Senate bill for creating an office of Surveyor 
General of the public landsin the Territory of Wis- 
consin, was read as amended by the House and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the bill as ameaded in the House to artho- 
rize the President to ascertain and mark (ti 
Southern boundary of the Territory of Wisc« 

Mr. LINN laughingly observed, that | 
peared truly an unfortunate one. It had |» 
troduced by him, on leave, and referred to t) 
mittee on the Judiciary, from whence, he | 
his friend [Mr. Gronpy] had reported it, » 
amendment striking out all aller the ena 
clause. Well, sir, said Mr. L. the bill was p 
and sent to the House, where again it had |» 
amended as to strike out all afler the ena 
clause, andsentbacktous. Hedid not know wiia 
better could be done with it than to refer it again 
to the kind care of his friend. 

The bill was accordingly reierred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

The following reports from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims were read and, on motion, 
laid on the table for the preseut: 

The rejection of the claim of James Caldwell; 

The rejection of the petition of General Jacob 
Baley; 

And the rejection of the petition of Jacob Ban- 
croft. 

Mr. PRENTISS moved to take up the bill for 
the relief of the legal representatives of Lucy Bond 
and Hannah Douglass, which having been ac- 
quiesced in by the Senate, Mr. P. explained the 
merits of the bill; and after some discussion, 

Mr. TIPTON said he should endeavor to get 
rid of this bill once more, by moving to lay it on 
the table. The bill would doubtless lead to a long 
and protracted discussion, and was in the way of 
other business more likely te be progressed in. The 
bill was laid on the table. 4 

The bill to set apart a belt of land on the western 
borders of the States of Missouri and Arkansas, as 
bounty lands, to be granted to settlers engaged for 
a term of years in the defence of the frontier. 

Mr. FULTON made a brief explan#tion of the 
merits of this bill, and moved that it be made the 
order of the day for Monday next, which was 
acquiesced in. 

The bill to authorize the State of Mississippi to 
invest the two per cent. fund of that State was 
then taken up. 

Mr. TROTTER said that bill had been reporied 
by his worthy colleague, who, it was known, was 
absent from his Senatorial duties from severe in- 
disposition ; he had hoped that his colleague would 
have been so far recovered as to have been enabled 
to atiend to this bill; but as such was not the case, 
and as he did not feel himself enabled to do justice 
to the measure on se short a notice, he would move 
that the bill be placed on the general orders, which 
was acquiesced in. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed : 

The bill to confirm certain entries of public 
lands permitted to be made by the registers and 
receivers of the land districts, under the belief that 
the tract had been offered at publie sale. 

The bill making appropriation for the eomple- 
tion of certain roads in Michigan. 

The following bills were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading : 

The bill to authorize John BE. Metcalf and others 































434 


‘0 locate certain pre-emption claims to land in 
Indiana. 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers of the 
public lands who were deprived of the benefit of 
the act granting pre-emption rights, which was ap- 
proved on the 19th June, 1834. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Keyworth. 

The bill to settle the construction of the act regu- 
lating the pay of the paymasters in the army. 

Mr. BENTON thought he could explain the ob- 
ject of this bill more briefly, perhaps, than by 
reference to the papers, which merely showed the 
effect without giving the reasons which actuated 
the committee in reporting the bill. The act 
which had passed long since, regulating the pay 
and emoluments of a paymaster in the army, made 
them equal to a major in the army, but did not say 
what major, whether of cavalry or of infantry. 
Some of these officers had set up claims tu the 
largest amount of pay, to wit: that of a major of 
cavalry. The affair, he believed, had in some 
instances been carried to the judiciary. In some 
courts the pay of the largest amount was allowed; 
in others, that of the major of infantry. The ob- 
ject of this bill was merely to settle the matter for 
the time to come, without having any retrospective 
bearing. This bill gave those officers the largest 
amount; it was made a beneficial act towards them. 
The labors and responsibilities of this class of 
Government agents were greatly increased, and 
many of them had been subject to very severe 
losses in payments made to militia and volunteers. 
The committee, under ‘hese considerations, thought 
it would be nothing more than reasonable to allow 
them the difference between those two officers— 
majors of cavalry and infantry; and though the 
sum was small, being only a few dollars, yet it 
w as something to them and comparatively nothing 
to the Government. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill for the benefit of the Mount Carmel and 
New Albany Railroad company, in the State of 
Indiana, was then taken up. 

Mr. TIPTON explained this bill at length, show. 
ing the advantages to be derived by the Govern- 
ment in carrying the United States mail, transport- 
ing munitions of war, &c. and stating that some 
of the Jands which were asked for by the bill had 
remained unsold for thirty years last past. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana went at leugth into the 
objects and provisions of the bill. He showed the 
great importance of the work, both in a National, 
State and individual point of view. He stated 
that the length of the contemplated road was about 
one hundred and twenty miles; that it was the im- 
portant and indispensable link in the great chain of 
railroad from Charleston, South Carolina, passing 
through the States of South Carolina, North Caro- 
lina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Indiana, and Illinois, 
to intersect the Mississippi at Alton and St. Louis. 
He argued the vast interest the South, as well as 
the West? had in this grand chain of internal com- 
munication, connecting together these great and 
extensive sections of the Union. He spoke in 
high terms of the grandeur and importance of the 
design of the Charleston and Western railroad, 
and most heartily wished it success. He avowed 
himself the friend of internal improvements, and 
contended for the power of the General Govern- 
ment to execute works of a national character, 
leaving the States and jprivate companies to con- 
struct those of a local character. He stated that 
the contemplated road would pass through a sec- 
tion of country in Indiana in which the desirable 
lands had long since been located; that those re- 
maining were refuse lands that had been in market 
thirty and thirty-two years without finding a pur- 
chaser. He said he would not, on private specu- 
lation, give twenty-five cents per acre for these 
lands. They would not sell for that sum, he be- 
lieved, although they were located in the older sec- 
tions of the State. e urged the fact that they 
had not been sold in so great a length of time as 
conclusive evidence of their refuse character. He 
showed that the propesition in the bill, the condi- 
tion of the grant, to carry the mail for twenty 
years without charge to the Government, on the 
road from New Albany to Mount Carmel, would 
pay one dollar and six cents for each acre granted, 
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at the price it now cost the Government to convey 
the mail on a parallel road between these points. 
He said the bill only granted alternate lands, leav- 
ing the balance to be enharited in value by the 
work. He urged the fallacy of the argument that 
had been used, that the price could not be raised 
by the works, as they must be sold at one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre. In answer to which 
he contended, that the value of money depended 
very much upon the time of its reception; and he 
illustrated by showing that if these lands had been 
sold at fifty cents per acre when they were first 
brought into market, the use of the money would 
have been worth more to the Government than the 
one dollar and twenty-five cents would be if sold 
now ; and although the works may not raise the 
minimum price of these lands, they will cause 
them to sell, and add to the general wealth of the 
State, and to the revenues of the Government. 
He closed by saying he hoped the grant would be 
made, as he had no doubt but that it would prove 
greatly beneficial to the Government, as well as to 
the company and State. 

Mr. NILES thought there were constitutional 
objections to the bill; besides, it looked like a bargain 
on the part of the Gevernment with a private corpo- 
ration, and he had always been, and always should 
be, opposed to all bargain, intrigue, and manage- 
ment; and he should either move to strike out all 
that portion of the bill which related to the grant 
of public lands, or to postpone the bill inc 4nitely. 

Mr. SOUTHARD would like to know if the 
Senator struck out all that related to the grant, 
what there would be left in the bill. 

Mr. 'TIPTON said he had no objection to test- 
ing the sense of the Senate in relation to striking 
out. If that were done, some other features less 
objectionable to the scruples of Senators might be 
introduced. With regard to bargain, Mr. T. said 
it was matter of every day concern in the opera- 
tions of the General Government. What were 
contracts for carrying the mail, building forts, &c. 
but bargains. He could see nothing unconstitu- 
tional in the bill; all it asked was to permit the 
company to purchase lands within a prescribed 
space of its road at the rate of one dollar and six 
cents an acre; that was the head and front of the 
bill; it asked that, and no more. 

Mr. ALLEN avowed himself friendly to the 
object, and if the Senator [Mr. Tipron] would so 
amend his bill as to give the land to the State, it 
should receive his vote; otherwise, he could not 
support it. He thought the bill established a bad 
precedent—that of making contracts with private 
companies or individuals, which almost always led 
to loss on the part of the General Gevernment. If 
these companies violated the charters extended to 
them, there was always some pretext set up, or 
some reason assigned, why the law should not be 
put in force against them. Besides, the carrying 
of the United States mail, &c. was so remote a 
contingency as scarcely to weigh any thing in the 
matter. 

Mr. NILES contended that would not amend 
the matter, as it would be merely making the State 
of Indiana a trustee for the company. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
ce or TIPTON, NILES, ALLEN, and others, 
when 

Mr. SMITH said he had but a very few words 
to say in reply, he must however express his sur- 
prise to hearthe objections which had been urged 
by the Senator from Connecticut. That Senator 
denounces the bill as containing the principles of a 
bargain—he deprecates bargains as horrible and 
unholy ; he confines himself however to public 
bargains, Legislative bargains. Mr. S. said, with- 
out any reference whatever to that Senator, for he 
believed him to be an honorable and honest man, 
he must say that when he heard gentlemen crying 
bargain, intrigue, and corruption, he was always 
reminded of an occurrence that took place in his 
State some years since: he would tell it to the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut, by way of following the ex- 
ample of that Senator, who he had discovered was 
fond of anecdotes. One morning on the opening of 
the court in one of the counties on the Ohio river, 
@ motion was made to admit, ex gratia, a person as 
a member of the bar. The applicant ha"'-d up to 


the court a paper purporting to be a license fio 
the Judges of the Court of Appeals of Kentucky 
The judge who was a man of a high order of ta. 
lents, and a close observer of men and thing: 
held the paper rather longer than the would-be 
attorney liked; when he rose, and asked the judge 
if he thought that papera forgery. The judge instantly 
turned his piercing eye on him, and said: “What 
put that into your head, sir?” The applicant fur 
the high honors of the profession, immediately left 
the court-house; and when the judges went to din- 
ner, shortly afterwards, be had taken a boat and 
gone down the river. The truth was, the paper was 
a forgery. So, sir, it is always suspicious to hear 
gentlemen harping on these things. The question js 
at once suggested, “what put that into your head, 
sir.’ He would suggest to the Senator from Con. 
necticut, that not a new State in the Union had 
been admitted, except upon contract. Let him look 
at the acts of admission—let him look to the acts of 
cession—and indeed let him look to every opera- 
tion of the Government, and he will find that the 
whole machinery is propelled by bargain and con- 
tract. Mr. S. was not to be alarmed by the cry of 
bargain and corruption. He did not pretend to any 
greater share of honesty than other gentlemen; but 
he could assure the Senator from Connecticut, that 
he felt himself to stand on such grounds, that he 
could do his duty fearlessly, without dreading the 
suspicions of any one, as to the purity of his mo- 
tives. Mr. 8S. then went into an examination of 
the objections that had been urged against the mea- 
sure at some length. 

Mr. 8. concluded by saying he would offer an 
amendment, which might probably be satisfactory 
to the Senator from Ohio. He would move to 
amend the bill so that it should read “‘to grant it to 
the State for the use of the Mount Carmel and 
New Albaay Railroad Company. 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to strike out all after 
the enacting clanse; on which question he asked 
the yeas and nays; when there appeared for it 23, 
against it 11, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of 
Alabama, Clayton, Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, 
Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Roane, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Southard, Strange, Swift, White and Williams—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay of Kentucky, Fulton, 
Linn, Merrick, Robinson, Smith of Indiana, Spence, 
Tipton, Wall, Webster, and Young—11. 

Mr. TIPTON then prepared an amendment, 
asking the right for the company to purchase the 
lands at $1 25 per acre, on acredit of six years, 
and intimating at the same time that he was not 
authorized by the company to make any such 
move. The company had never doubted but Con- 
gress wouldat once have granted all that was asked 
in the original bill. 

Mr. BENTON expressed his willingness to give 
the company all the land on that condition, if it 
would receive it. 

After some further remarks, the bill was post- 
poned, and the amendment of Mr. TIPTON or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama then moved to take up 
the bill for the establishment of the Territory of 
Iowa, received from the House, with various 
amendments. Mr. C. moved to concur with the 
House in its amendments, as they were of an un- 
important character, relating chiefly to the salaries 
of the offices, which were diminished, so as to make 
them more favorable to economy on the part of the 
Government. The first was the salary of the Go- 
vernor, which was reduce! from $2,000 to $1,500. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, before he consented to 
this reduction, he should like to learn how this sa- 
lary corresponded with that of the Governors of 
other Territories. 

Mr. BENTON expressed himself averse to cre- 
ating any distinction between the two Governors on 
the opposite sides of the river, and particularly as 
the Governor of Iowa would be on the more imme- 


diate Indian border. Mr. B. said it had been the 
practice formerly to allow the Governors of Terri- 
tories $4,000—$2,000 of which was for Governor, 
and $2,000 as Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 
Offices in the vicinity of Indians, he well knew, 
were subject to the heaviest expenses. Unless they 
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treated the Indians, who came to see them, with 
hospitality and courtesy, they were sure to be de- 
spised, and never could exercise any influence over 
them. Hospitality was a peculiar trait in the 
savage character; you could never visit the hum- 
blest of the race without being invited to partake of 
refreshment; and the white man, particularly the 
Governor, that did not return it, would be con- 
temned by them. 

This amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment was the reduction of the 
salaries of the District Judges from $1800 to $150 . 

Mr. ROBINSON hoped this reduction would not 
be concurred in; the salary would be very inade- 
quate to the wants of these officers. It was one of 
the dearest countries for living in the United States; 
more so, he was prepared to say, cven than New 
Orleans. 

Mr. TIPTON thought the salary sufficient; and 
that plenty of men, competent to fill such offices, 
were to be had at the price stipulated in the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. DAVIS thought the salary would range 
pretty equal with the salaries of the judges in the 
different States, 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said that the time to 
come must be taken into consideration; provisions 
might be dear now on account of emigration, but 
this could not continue so in a Territory which 
was one of the finest farming and grazing countries 
in the world. 

Mr. PRESTON moved to lay the whole bill on 
the table; there was no necessity for the adeption of 
another Territory just now. 

Mr. HUBBARD asked if this motion were in 
order. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky. Yes, sir, perfectly in 
order; and we will only have to vote it down. 

The question was then taken on laying the bill 
on the table, by yeas and nays; when there appear- 
ed yeas 6, nays 33, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Lumpkin, Preston, Sevier, 
Spence, Strange, White—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of 
Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Davis, Fal- 
ton,Grundy,Hubbard,Knight, Linn, Lyon, Merrick, 
Morris, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Conn. Smith of 
Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter Wall, 
Webster, Williams and Young—33. 

The amendments from the House were then all 
concurred in. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business, and afterwards 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, June 7, 1838. 
SURVEYS OF THE LAKES. 

The first business in order was the consideration 
of the following resolution, reported some days 
since from the Committee on Commerce: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to communicate to the House of Representa- 
tives, at the commencement of the next session of 
Congress, a copy of each survey, and chart accom- 
panying the same, that has been heretofore made, 
of the shores, harbors, inlets, and waters, of Lake 
Erie; also, a copy of each similar survey that has 
been made of Lake Michigan. 

The question was on the following amendment 
of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

That the President of the United States is hereby 
authorized to cause such parts of Lakes Ontario, 
Erie, St. Clair, Huron, Michigan, and Chainplain, 
and the bays contiguous, and the rivers and straits 
connected with said lakes, as are within the United 
States, and the waters of Chesapeake Bay, and 
creeks adjacent thereto, to be surveyed, when he 
may deem the same to be necessary to add security 
and safety to the navigation or commerce on those 
waters, or for any naval or military operations that 
may be required on the same for the protection and 
defence of the northern frontier, and accurate maps 
- charts of such surveys to be made; and for 

t purpose he is hereby authorized to employ any 
public vessel or craft within those wenn and to 


CONGRESSIONAL a US. ee 


detail for such service such persons as are employ- 
ed on board of such vessels or crafts, and others in 
public employ, when the same can be done without 
injury to other branches of the public service; and 
that he cause the shoals, rocks, and other obsirue- 
tions, and the channels into the bays, mouths of 
rivers, and through the straits, when said channels 
are intricate, to be designated by buoys, or in such 
other suitable manner as he may direct. 

And the question pending was on the amendment 
thereto by Mr. Srantey, to include the waters of 
Cove, Albemarle, and Pamlico Sounds, North Ca- 
rolina. 

This amendment was now agreed to; and thus 
amended, Mr. Wnhuittiesev’s amendment being 
agreed to, and the resolution being on its engross- 
ment— 

Mr. ADAMS remarked upon the superfluousness 
of including the Carolina waters, as they were in- 
cluded in the general coast survey that had been 
going on for so many years. [Mr. Mattory said 
said they would not be reached for twenty years, 
and Mr. Stantey said the river bays or sounds 
were not included in the coast survey.] Mr. A. 
said there was an obvious diversity of opinion, but 
he was not opposed to the merits of the resolutien, 
as it proposed carrying out the system of internal 
improvements; but there ought to be an appropria- 
tion and a bill reported for that purpose. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY explained that no appro- 
priations or improvement were contemplated. It 
was a simple proposition to employ the officers 
already on the spot in discovering and designating 
the shoals, islands, and bars in the lakes. This 
was the original design, and Chesapeake bay and 
the waters of North Carolina had been engrafted on 
it by others. No appropriation was asked for or 
required, for none was necessary. 

Mr. CUSHMAN was in favor of the resolution, 
which did not involve the expenditure of a single 
dollar; and in order, therefore, to bring the House 
to a vote, he demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded, ayes 103, noes not counted; 
and the main question being ordered thereon— 

Mr. MALLORY asked for the yeas and nays, 
but they were refused, and the resolution was or- 
dered to a third reading without a division, this day. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
William Dixon; which was ordered to a third read- 
ing to-morrow. 

Mr. W. also reported the following resolution, 
which was concurred in: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Rassalas Whitcomb, Geo. C. Van Zandt, 
Willard Barrows, Thomas Brown, N. Brookfield, 
Andrew Porter, John Wharrey, John Milroy, and 
James A. Rosseau, and that the same, with the do- 
cuments accompanying, be referred to the Secretary 
of the Treasury for settlement uader the contracts 
made by the petitioners with the United States to 
survey public lands, and for payment under exist- 
ing appropriations, for surveying the public lands. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported without amendment, Senate 
bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama ‘the two 
per cent. fund for purposes of internal improve- | 
ment in that State. 

Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, ‘reported against Senate bill for the 
relief of the legal representatives of William Sand- 
ford; and the same was laid on the table. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported back the amendment of the 
Senate to the House bill giving the assent of Con- 
gress to an amendatory act of the General Assem- 
bly of the State of Virginia, chartering the Fal- 
mouth and Alexandria Railroad Company, with a 
further amendment, recommended by the commit- 
tee, and they were all committed to a committee 
on the Union. 

Mr. BOND, from the select committee to which 
the subject had been referred, reported a bill to ex- 
tend the time for locating Virginia military land 
warrants, and fer returning surveys thereon to the 
General Land Office. 

On Mr. B’s motien, the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading to-morrow. 
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Mr. KILGORE asked leave to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the operation of so much of the 
act of June 23, 1836, entitled “An act to regulate 
| the deposites of the public moneys,” ay prohibits 
the receipt of the notes or bills of specie paying 
| banks, which have issued since the 4th July, 1836, 
notes or bills of a less denomination than five dol- 
~ be, and the same is hereby, suspended for 
the period of two years. 

“Ind be it further resolved, That the operation of 
the second section of the act of April 14, 1836, en- 
tilled “An act making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of the Revolutionary and other pensions of 
the United States, for the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six, be, and the same is here- 
by, suspended for the period of two years. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. K. moved a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. REED asked for the yeas and nays; which 
being ordered, were—yeas 96, nays 91, as follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Heman Allen, J. ohn W. Allen, 
Bell, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, 
Joho Calhoon, William B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Crockett, Dartington, Daw 
200, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Edwe ards, Evans, Everett, 
Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, James Garland, Rice Garlan.! 
Goode, William Graham, Grant, Graves, Grennell, Hall, Ho 
sted, Hammond, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Hoflinan, 
Jabez Jackson Henry Johnson, Kilgore, Linco! n, Marvin 
Maury, May, Maxwe ‘ll, McKennan, Mene fee, Mercer, Milli: gan, 
Mitchell, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Parmenter, Pate: 
son, Peck, Pope, Potts, Sergeant 8 Prentiss, Rariden, Re« L, 
Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rume ey Russell, 
Sergeant, Augustine H. Shepperd, Sibley, Siade, Souttguie 
Stanly, Stone, Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland. edeew or, 
Albert 8. White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Wil 
iams, Sherrod Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher I 
Williams, Wise, Word, and Yorke—96. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Adams, Anderson, Andrews, Athertor, 
Banks, Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, Cambreleng, John Campbell, 
Cc haney, Chapman, Cle veland, Clowney, Coles, Connor, Craig 
Cushing, Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgaole, Duncan, Far. 
rington, Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Fry, Griffin, Haley, Hamer, 
Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Holt, Hopkins, Hubley, 
William H. Hunter, Robert M. T. Hunter, logham, Thomas 
B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomia, Balin? 
Martin, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Mil 
ler, Montgomery,;}Moore, Morgan, Mathias Morris, Samuct W 
Morris, Murray, Noble, ‘Ozle, Palmer, Parker, Penny backer, 
Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, Pratt, John H. Prentiss, Re In ‘y, 
Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vanderve r. Wace 
ner, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. W it. 
liams, and Yell—9l. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules, not 
being two thirds. 

Mr. HARPER, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims made an og report on the 
petition of the heirs of Doctor J. S. Pell, and on 
the petition of Wm. Roberts, jr. 

Mr. CARTER then moved to make the bill to 
extend the pension system the special order of the 
day for Tuesday next. 

Objection being made, Mr. C. moved for a sus- 
pension of the rules, and asked for the yeas nnd 
nays, but the House refnsing the latter, Mr. 
modified his motion, by asking for twe theater 
on that day, and made a few remarks on the i im- 
portance of the measure. 

Mr. BOON suggested to limit it from the journal 
till 10 o’clock; which Mr. C. accepted as a moidifi- 
cation of his motion. 

Mr. SHIELDS suggested Saturday next. 

Mr. YELL moved Friday. 

The CHAIR replied that the rules must first be 
suspended before the motion could be made. 

The House refused to suspend. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD moved that the House go 
into Commiitee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union generally; which was agreed to, and the 
House went into committee, Mr. Craic in the 


Chair. 
PRE-EMPTION BILL. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana, moved to take 
up the pre-emption right bill; which was agreed to 
101 to 46. 

The Senate “bill to grant pre-emption rights to 
actual settlers,” was-then taken up, and read at 
the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the reading of 


’ 


the former pre-emption law, which having been , 


done, the Cuasr propounded the question on the 


first amendment, proposed by the House committee 
on the public lands, which was to accept from the 
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operations of the pre-emption, the Miami reserve 
in the State of Indiana, acquired by treaty, of 
which the proclamation was made by the Presi- 
dent of the United States on the 22d of December 
last. 

Mr. BOON then rose and addressed the House as 
follows: 

Mr. Chairman, said he, the subject under consi- 
deration was one of very deep interest to a_nume- 
rous and most meritorious class of citizens“of the 
new States and Territories, and that he, as a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Public Lands, and as a 
Western man, felt it to be his duty to offer a few 
remarks in support of the measure proposed to be 
adepted. In thedischarge of the duty thus devolved 
upon me, said Mr. B. I shall at least have the sa- 
tisfaction to know that I shall be found laboring to 
protect the rights and interests of a class of my fel- 
low-cilizens, many of whom have removed far 
from the land of their fathers, in search of a coun- 
try and a home for themselves and families, and 
have settled on the pul!ic lands in good faith and 
with an honest intention of becoming the purchasers 
of their little improvements, so soon as circumsian- 
ces would enable them to do so. And now, sir, 
what does the present bill propose to do? It con- 
tains no new principle whatever, but simply pro- 
vides that there shall be granted to the present set- 
tlers on the public lands that which, by former acts 
of Congress, has been repeatedly granted to otheis 
who were similarly situated. 

Iam aware, Mr. Chairman, that many gentle- 
men of the old thirteen States of this Confederacy 
are, and ever have been, opposed to almost every 
measure Calculated to benefit the new States of the 
West. But, said Mr. B. J had not, or could not 
have, believed, until very recently, that there could 
be found an individual of any political creed what- 
ever, hailing from the Great West, ready to de- 
nounce ali those who had at any time settled on the 
public lands, as a band of “lawless intruders and 
land pirates.”’ But, sir, a most meritorious class of 
citizens of the new States have been thus grossly 
denounced by men high in office, and from a quar- 
ter, too, from whence so hostile an attack upon 
western men and western interests was least to 
have been expected or looked for; and though I 
will not descend to the use of language of like un- 
statesmanlike character by way of retort, I may 
be permitied to say that I know hundreds 
and thousands of individuals who at different 
periods of time settled upon the public lands 
before they became purchasers thereof, whose 
characters for honesty, integrity, and patrio- 
tism would not suffer by a faithful comparison with 
that of any individual who may, at any time, have 
thus denounced a meritorioas class of citizens, to 
whom the country at large, and the West in parti- 
cular, is under the deepest and most lasting obliga- 
tions; a class of citizens, sir, whose spirit for enter- 
prise is unequalled, and whose manly courage has 
never been surpassed in the hour of their country’s 
danger from an invading foe. I rejoice, said Mr. 
B. to know that in our heaven-favored America, a 
freeman is neither disfranchised in consequence of 
his poverty, nor in consequence of his having set- 
tled upon the public lands; and [ trust, sir, that 
every despised and abused settler upon the Go- 
vernment lands will, on all fit and proper occasions, 
cause his just weight and influence to be felt and 
respected by all aspirants to office. Sir, said Mr. B. 
to what class of citizens do we look for soldiers to 
fight the battles of our common country? = Is it to 
the land speculators, the rich, and the “ well born,” 
that we look? No, sir, no: it is to the laboring poor 
men of the country, including the abused settlers 
upon the public lands, who have been denounced 
within the walls of this Capitol, on more than one 
occasion, as a band of “ lawless intruders and land 
pirates.” And, sir, shall we now refuse to protect 
this meritorious class of our fellow citizens in their 
just claims upon the favor of the Government un- 
der which they live? I trust not, Mr. Chairman. 

Sir, if you but trace the history of the new States 
and Territories frem their earliest settlement by 
a white population up to the present period of 
time, it will be perceived that much the greater 
portion of the entire population of those States and 
Territories, setled upon the public jands before 





they became purchasers; and it is to this descriP- 
tion of population, more than to any other, that the 

Government is mainly indebted for the value that 

has been given to your vast public domain. Bat 

for the spirit of enterprise displayed by the adven- 

turous sons of the West, much the greater portion 

of the now cultivated regions west of the moun- 

tains, would, until the present period of time, have 

remained in a state of nature, and the habitation of 

the aborigines, and beasts of prey. 

Sir, continued Mr. B. having been myself a 
partaker of the many privations in life which at- 
tend those who are the settlers of a new country, I 
feel that I am thereby enabled to judge more cor- 
rectly of the many privations which is experienced 
by those who, at different periods of time, have set- 
tled upon the public lands in the Western wilds. 
Twenty-seven years ago, sir, 1 removed from the 
State of Kentucky to the then Territory of Indiana, 
with a wife and four small children; and being at 
that time unable to make payment for a lot of land 
for a home for myself and family, I, like many 
others, settled upon the public lands with good 
intentions, when my nearest neighbor was a bos- 
tile Indian, and my only shelter from the storm, 
and my protection from danger, was an open camp; 
and the bark of the elm tree when spread upon 
the cold earth served both as my floor and my car- 
pet. And, for more than five long years, the meal 
of which my daily bread was made I had to grind 
on ahand mill. Such, Mr. Chairman, are a few 
of the very many hardships which were experienced 
by the early settlers in the western wilds; and such 
are they who, on mere than one occasion, have 
been denounced within the walls of this Capitol as 
a band of “lawless intruders and land pirates.” Sir, 
continued Mr. B. all that I will say to those indi- 
viduals, who have thus given utterance to such 
course and unmerited abuse of a meritorious class 
of American citizens, is that they deserve only, as 
they will receive, the utter scorn and contempt of 
every individual who at any time has settled upon 
the public lands. 

Some gentlemen are opposed to pre-emption 
laws, because, say they, such a policy if adopted, 
would so far change the present land system, as to 
greatly diminish the annual amount of revenue 
now receivable from public lands. Now if gentle- 
men will but examine this subject a little better, 
they will readily perceive that land sales, at public 
auction, since 1820, have, on an average, produced 
only about six and one quarter of a cent per acre 
more than the Government price of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I put it to gentlemen to say 
whether they really consider the pecuniary interest 
of the Government in this small matter, involving 
only the trifling sam of six and one-fourth cents 
an acre more than the present Government price, 
of such importance, as to induce the Government 
to drive from the public lands, the present settlers, 
for the purpose of enriching the Treasury, and to 
benefit the speculator? Sir, suppose you refuse to 
protect the actual settler by pre-emption right, what 
are the consequences which will follow? Why, 
sir, the poor settler will attend the public land sales, 
and bid for the lot which has been made valuable, 
and perhaps saleable, only by his labor, until 
driven frem competition by a mere man of straw, 
procured to bid at the public land sales by a com- 
bination of speculators. And when the actual set- 
tlers are thus driven from the sales; this man of 
straw thus procured to bid against the settlers, for- 
feits his bids, the and reverts back to Government 
for non-payment of the purchase money, and is 
then entered by the speculator at one dollar and 
twenty-five ceuts per acre. This, sir, is, toa very 
considerable extent, the effect preduced by the pre- 
sent system of land at public auction. The 
Government, under such a system, is no gainer, 
while the poor settler loses his all, and is after- 
wards compelled to content himself with the pur- 
chase of Government lands of an inferior quality, 
or he must purchase better lands from the specula- 
tor at greatly advanced prices. 

Surely, Mr. Chairman, it will not be contended 
by any, one that it would be either a wise or judi- 
cious policy on the part of the Government to adept 
any system that would have a tendea:y t cripple 
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States; and more especially when the Government 
would be no gainer by the measure. No, sir: jr 
should rather be the policy of the Government to 
sell her lands to individuals in tracts of limited 
parcels, and at reduced prices. The price that has 
been long fixed by law as the Government price 
per acre, is one dollar and twenty-five cents, and js 
believed to be sufficiently high for any lands sold 
by the Government; and it cannot, in justice, be 
denied that the actual settler and cultivator should 
have a preference over the speculator. If you 
grant the right of pre-emption to actual settlers to 
one quarter section, as is proposed by the present 
bill, the Government will receive one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre for all the lands sold un- 
der the present land system at private entry; and if 
you first offer your lands for sale at public auction, 
the Government will receive but a small fraction 
more on the acre, than the minimum Government 
price. But not even that fraction will be received, 
where combinations exis; and but few public Jand 
sales have taken place of late years, where combi- 
nations by speculators did not exist. I consider, 
therefore, that the Government has no adequate 
pecuniary interest sufficient to induce it to drive 
from the public lands the actual settler, for the be- 
nefit of the speculator. ‘ 

I am aware, said Mr. B. that pre-emption laws 
have becn objected to on the ground that they in- 
volve confi:cting claims and clashing interests, and 
other evil consequences. This was the case under 
the act which autizorized floating claims. But, sir, 
the present bill guards against like consequences in 
future. It provides that where two or more per- 
sons have settled upon, and cultivated any one 
quarter section of land, each of them shall have an 
equal share therein, but shall have no claim to 
lands elsewhere by virtue of this bill, should it be- 
come a law. 

These, Mr. Chairman, are the general provisions 
of the present bill, as it came from the Senate, and 
having received the approval of a majority of the 
Public Land committee on the part of this House. 
Sir, said Mr. B. if time would permit me, I might 
go much more at length into the discussion of this 
subject; but I am not much in the practice of 
making speeches on this floor “for Buncombe;” and 
knowing that there is other business of much im- 
portance to the country and to individuals to be 
acted upon in the short time yet remaining of the 
present session of Congress, I will conclude my re- 
marks by saying that, to my mind, there is no mea- 
sure whatever which recommends itself more 
strongly to the favor of Congress, upon every prin- 
ciple of justice and humanity, towards a meritorious 
class of our fellow-citizens, who have settled in the 
western wilds. 

Mr. EWING said he would not make a speech 
for Buncombe nor for the House, nor should he 
enter into a history of his life; for, when he gave 
that, he should give it entire. He spoke highly of 
the character of the squatters, and referred to an 
alleged attack made upon them elsewhere by an 
individual, [Mr. Ctay,] which he pronounced 
false, and said such an attack had never been 
made. 

Mr. E. moved to amend the amendment by 
granting to the State the right of pre-emption to the 
Miami reserve lands, except to those already set- 
tled, which he stated to be only by about halfa 
dozen families. 

Mr. CHAPMAN inquired if the amendment, 
which proposed to give a State a grant of land 
was in order. He hoped the gentleman would 
withdraw it, and bring it forward upon some other 
occasion, as it had the effect of embarrassing the 
bill. 

Mr. EWING said it was intimately connected 
with pre-emption rights to public lands, and the 
disposition to be made of them; and was so inti- 
mately connected that they could not be separated. 

Mr. HEROD called fora division of the ques- 
tion on Mr. Ewine’s amendment, so as to take 
the question first on that branch of it giving the 
pre-emption to the State, and next on that in re- 
lation to the individual settlers on the Miami 


lands. 
Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana remarked that 











eww” ~~ 


Cee Ke 


1e 
te 


t, 
id 
Id 
pr 
e 


1e 
i- 


S- 
ke 
ne 
e- 
ni 


—_—_— x . 

t the proposition to grant pre-emption rights to 

ote aw in principle. Lands had been 
ranted heretefore to the States, but never pre- 
emption to them. ; ' 

Mr. EWING denied there was any novelty in 
the principle, unless the bill itself was a new one; 
and who would deny a right to a whole sovereign 
State, which was not refused to its citizens. 

Mr. DUNN, in view of the existence of the 
combinations that would be formed at the sale, 
did not believe the United States would acquire 
more from the proceeds, than if the State of In- 
diena got it at the minimum price. Moreover, 
by granting it to the State, the Treasury would be 
in the immediate receipt of the money. 

Mr. POPE suggested that the amendment should 
be altered so as to compel the State, if she entered 
any partof the lands, to take the whole. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD explained, and severely 
condemned the whole plan. It was giving a State 
the privilege of speculating on the lands, over the 
heads of the settlers; and, after the grant wasmade, 
the State would apportion out the land, and watch 
those boys who were about to squat. He said if 
pre-emption rights were to be granted at all, he 
would say hands off from all distinctions—let the 
settlers stand upon equal terms every where. The 
land, he was told, was worth three, four, and five 
dollars an acre; and instead of allowing the State 
of Indiana to speculate, and pocket the profit, he 
would prefer to alter the law so as to compel set- 
tlers to pay those prices, and let the United States 
have the profit. 

Mr. DUNN replied with an argument to show 
that it was proper to benefit the State, because the 
principle of granting pre-emptions was intended to 
reward those who went and settled the western 
lands in advance of others; and such persons would 
have the benefit of this provision. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, opposed 
the amendment, It was enough for him to know 
that it proposed to benefit the State of Indiana; 
and, if that State was to be benefitted, he wished to 
know how a distinction could be drawn between 
that State and others. Why, he asked, should not 
the old States be benefitted in the increase of value? 
or why should a preference be given to Indiana 
over other States containing public lands. 

Mr. HEROD gave an explanation of the situa- 
tion in whieh these lands were; and advocated the 
amendment. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

So the amendment offered by Mr. EWING was 
rejected without a division. 

The question then recurred upon the original 
amendment. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, again advocated the 
amendment of Mr. EWING, on the ground that 
it would be brought forward hereafter as a distinct 
proposition, and appeared to prefer it not embar- 
rassing the pre-emption bill. 

Mr. CASEY remarked that the amendment ap- 
peared to him to be superfluous, on the ground that 
the following clause in the body of the bill, would 
exclude the Miami Reserve—it was in these words: 
“That this act shall not be so construed as to give 
aright of pre-emption to any person, or persons, 
in consequence of any settlement er improvement 
made betore the extinguishment of the Indian title 
to the land on which such settlement or improve- 
ment was made ” 

Mr. BOON remarked that if Mr. Casry’s con- 
struction was the correct ene, still the amendment 
of the Committee on the Public Lands could do no 
harm, as it might make the bill itself less objec- 
tionable to those who were opposed to it. 

Mr. GOODE then moved to amend the amend- 
ment by granting the reserved alternate sections at 
the price of $2 50 per acre, on the Miami canal 
line, in that State, to the State of Ohio, except those 
sections now settled and improved. 

Mr. SNYDER hoped the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio would not prevail. It proposed 
to grant an exclusive right to the State of Ohio, in 
exclusion to individuals. The present bill is one 
extending to the settlers ou public lands the right of 
pre-emption to one quarter section. Its principles 
are general and equitable; its object is to protect the 
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labor of the poor man from the rapacity of the 
wealthy speculator. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman will embarrass, if adopted, the progress and 
passage of this bill; and I deny that it is consonant 
with the principles of the measure now under con- 
sideration. This bill extends to the settlers 
on ‘the public lands protection, and a guar- 
antee for their labor; and, on the other 
hand, the proposition of the gentleman from 
Ohio would engross the most valuable lands 
exclusively for the State of Ohio, and refuse the 
right of pre-emption to the settlers on that portion 
of the public domain. I, for one, cannot consent 
that this bill shall be so encumbered. If the pro- 
position of the gentleman from Ohio has merits, 
I will vote for it in a separate and distinct bill. 
There has been abundant time during all of this 
long session to propose his measure ; there is yet 
time. I hope the friends of a pre-emption will 
join me in voting down this amendment, so that 
this important bill for the relief of a most meri- 
torious class of citizens will stand on its own merit, 
and speedily meet with the favorable action of this 
House. When the principles of this bill come up 
for discussion, I shall avail myself of the occasion 
to present my views more fully on the subject. 

The amendment of the House committee was 
then agreed to. 

The next amendment was in relation to certain 
fractions in Palmyra district, Missouri, which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD moved an amendment, the 
effect of which was to prevent persons from getting 
more than one pre-emption. 

Mr. LINCOLN remarked that he had submitted 
the following amendment, when the bill was ori- 
ginally reported : 

“To insert in the 25th line, after the words 
United States, the following words: ‘Nor shall the 
benefit of this act extend to any person who has 
before availed himself of a pre-emption right to the 
entry of any of the public lands, and acquired a 
title thereto by reason of such entry.’” 

Mr. UNDERWOOD having temporarily with- 
drawn his, Mr. Linco.n moved the above. 

Mr. U. said the gentleman’s amendment did not 
provide for the mode of ascertaining the fact, and 
he therefore preferred his own and moved it, as it 
required the settler to set forth his disclaimer on 
oath. 

Mr. LINCOLN’S objection to that was, that he 
always disapproved of putting an individual’s 
rights on the faith of his own testimony. It wasa 
dangerous practice, and he, therefore, preferred his 
own amendment. 

Mr. L. then went at large into a review of the 
bill, and contended for the right of the old States to 
the public lands in common with the new States, 
and that they should not be given away either to 
settlers or to new States. He was in favor of 
granting these pre-emption rights to settlers; but 
wished to restrict them, so that the same person 
could not take one pre-emption after another, and 
thus cover an undue quantity of land. He also 
made and argued the point, that a pre-emption 
right should be gained only by some service in 
making improvements, and that merely because he 
staid on a quarter section of land over night, he 
should not acquire a right to purchase it in the 
morning. He went upon the ground, that lands 
not offered for sale by the Government might be 
secured by pioneers, who settled and improved the 
land, but that a mere temporary stopping should 
not give a pre-emption right, because he did no 
good to the country and performed no service to 
entitle him to the right. He would offer an amend- 
ment to make the residence four months next pre- 
ceding the first of December, so that those who 
went and sowed wheat, and felled timber, and esta- 
blished a house, should acquire a right to it, and 
not be liable to be turned out houseless after he 
had done the service of a pioneer and had become 
a citizen and a resident. Such an amendment he 
thought as liberal as Western people could justly 
ask; and, coupled with the one then before the 
committee, that the pioneer should have but one 
pre-emption right, instead of allowing him to mono- 
polize, he was willing to go for the bill. Should 
such propositions be called illiberal, he was willing 


to be denounced here and at home; but he would 
also be willing to appeal to a jury of Western men, 
to decide upon their justice. 

Mr. L. then discussed the policy of the measure 
as affecting the prices of lands and the interests of 
the old States. 

Mr. MAY moved an amendment to extend the 
law granting preemption rights to any persons 
who may now or shall hereafter have lived twelve 
months upon the public lands; and, after some re- 
marks upon objections made by Mr. Lixco.n to 
the bill in its present shape, he went at length into 
an argument to show the expediency of the mea- 
sure he proposed to insert in the bill. 

Mr. BOON replied to the remarks of Mr. Lix- 
COLN, Chietly to the point relative to obtaining suc- 
cessive and separate pre-emption rights. He did 
not think such occurrences could take place often; 
and if it did now and then, when an actual settler 
moved from one location to a better, he thought ne 
evil would accrue. 

Mr. LINCOLN said, according to his notion, the 
person who removed in such a manner was a spe- 
culator. 

Mr. LOONIS spoke at length in favor of actual 
settlers upon the public lands, and was in favor of 
affording them every facility which could be grant- 
ed, with proper safeguards against frauds. He 
was opposed to selling the lands in large quanti- 
ties to non-residents, to hold and sell hereafier. If 
any benefit was te accrue from an increase of va- 
lue, it ought to go to actual settlers, or remain to 
the United States, instead of being given to specu- 
lators. He did not understand the policy of con- 
fining the application of the bill to settlers up to 
December last, and did not see why it should not 
be brought down to the present time, or to the 
first of June; and he read a letter from a western 
correspondent to show that it would be a hardship 
to those who came a little later than the day set, 
and had been compelled to settle upon lands not 
brought into the market, with the expectation of 
acquiring a pre-emption right. He proposed to 
offer an amendment at the end ef the bill, to pro- 
vide for a prospective system of settling and ac- 
quiring pre-emption rights, when such an amend- 
ment should be in order. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved that the committee 
rise, with a view to have the amendments printed. 

Mr. GARLAND of Louisiana wished that a 
vote might be taken on some of the merely verbal! 
amendments already offered. He had some time 
since proposed an amendment, and had it printed, 
which he intended to offer as a substitute for the 
bill; but, since then, he had, upon consultation 
with a competent officer of the land office, made 
some very important alterations, and he had a 
strong hope that it would now meet the assent of a 
large majority of the House. 

Mr. RANDOLPH again moved that the com- 
mittee rise; but gave way to 

Mr. LINCOLN, who moved another amend- 
ment, with a view to have it printed with the rest. 

Mr. RANDOLPH then renewed his motion to 
rise, which was carried in the affirmative; and the 
committee rose and reported. 

By general consent, the bill and various amend- 
ments pending, and notice of given, were all order- 
ed to be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. BRONSON moved to take up the bill in re- 
ation to the Rock River and Lake Michigan 
Canal. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved an 
adjournment: lost—only 29 voting for it. 

The above bill was then taken up, the question 
being on concurring with the Committee of the 
Whole in sundry amendments. 

Mr. WHITE of Indiana moved several verbal! 
amendments, which were agreed to, as did also 
Mr. McKAY. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved an amendment giving 
the State the equity of revocation; but it was disa- 
greed to. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading 
to-morrow—ayes 94, noes 34. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, 
read twice, and referred to their appropriate stand- 
ing committees. 

The Senate’s amendment to the House bill, to 














s°cure the payment on certain commissions on duty 
bonds to collectors of the customs, was taken up, 
and agreed to. 

Also, the amendments to the House bill for the 
relief of Moses Merrill. 

The following were read a third time: 

‘lhe joint resolution for the further distribution 
of the Documentary History of the Revolution was 
read the third time and passed. 

The joint resolution authorizing the President of 
the United States to cause certain surveys to be 
made, was then taken up. 

Mr. MALLORY opposed the resolution, and in- 
sisted that it would involve an appropriation ot 
$500,000, adding that it was attempted to be 
smugeled through. Moreover, the persons pro- 
posed to make the surveys were not competent. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio warmly repelled 
this allegation, and went into a defence of his 
course in sustaining the resolution, giving the rea- 
sons that had induced western men, whose States 
bordered on the lakes to sustain it. No expense 
was intended, nor would the President be justified 
in incurring any under it. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved an adjournment: lost. 

Mr. BRONSON was satisfied that, if the persons 
on the southern waters were not competent to the 
performance, those on the lakes were. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
ADAMS, FILLMORE, and HAYNES, 

Mr. H. moved to commit the resolution to the 
Committee on Commerce, with instructions to in- 
quire into the expediency of reporting back for a 
survey of our whole seaboard, lakes included. 

Mr. GRANT moved the previous question, 
but withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. GOODE, who, after some remarks, renewed 
it, and it was sustained by the House, 90 to 36, 
and the main question was ordered, put, and 
agreed to. 

So the resolution was passed. 

The following were also passed: 

An act to reorganize the Legislative Council of 
the Territory of Florida, and for other purposes. 

An act to confirm an act of the Legislative Coun- 
cil of Florida, incorporating the Florida and Pe- 
ninsula Steamboat and Railroad Company, grant- 
ing right of way through the public lands, and for 
other purposes, 

Mr. WORD, on leave, submitted the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Car- 
roliton, in the county of Carroll, in the State of 
Mississippi, to Douglass, on the Yazoo river; and 
also from Grenada, in the county of Talaboosha, 
via Preston and Oakland, to Panola, in Panola 
county. 

Mr. CHAPMAN then said, for the purpose of 
testing the sense, he would move to make the pre- 
emption bill the special order of the day for to- 
morrow, after the hour of one o’cleck, when the 
other orders would be disposed of. 

Mr. BRIGGS interposing a motion to that ef- 
fect, which prevailed, and 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, June 7, 1838. 

Mr. LYON presented the memorial of thirty-two 
citizens of Michigan, members of the bar, and 
others, praying Congress to change the place of 
holding the circnit and district court of the United 
States for the State of Michigan, from the city of 
Detroit to Ann Arbor, in said State. 

Mr. LYON said the memorialists stated that 
jurors and witnesses were put to much expense and 
inconvenience by the holding of the court at De- 
troit, which would be saved to them by holding it 
at Ann Arbor, where the throng of emigrants and 
travellers was not so great, and where the money 
they would receive would be at least sufficient to 
pay their board bills while in attendance on the 
court. They also stated that a great portion of 
the business of the court originated in the interior 
of the State, nearer and more convenient to Ann 
Arbor than Detroit; that at the former place the 
court could occupy commodious buildings free of 
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rent, and without the interruption to which it is 
now frequently subject in Detroit from the sessions 
of i courts occupying the same room with 
itself. 

Mr. SEVIER said he was not in his seat yester- 
day when the report on the Oregon Territory was 
ordered to be printed. As it was a document of 
great interest to the American public, he would 
move that 15,000 extra copies be added. 

Mr. SOUTHARD thought the number unusually 
l 


arge. 
Mr. SEVIER then suggested 10,000; which were 
accordingly ordered. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBABD, the Committee 
on Pensions was instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of granting a pension to John McNeil. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Committee on 
Indian Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of a petition from an individual (un- 
heard) in Clark county, Indiana. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, reported a bill to authorize a 
selection of lands for the benefit of the University 
of Michigan, in lieu of other lands heretofore se- 
lected: read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported a bill supplementary to the act of March, 
1535, to establish branches of the Mint of the 
United States: read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LYON, on leave, introduced a bill to create 
the office of the Surveyor of the Public Lands in 
Michigan: read twice, and referred. 

Mr. MORRIS submitted a resolution, which lies 
over one day, instructing the Committee on the 
Public Lands to inquire into the expediency of 
ceding to the State of Ohio all the public lands re- 
maining unsold within her limits, and of making 
the same provision for other States as svon as the 
public land remaining unsold within their respec- 
tive boundaries sheuld bear the same proportion 
{to something unheard by the reporter] as it now 
does in the State of Ohio; or, if this should be 
deemed inexpedient, that the committee inquire 
how many of the land offices in Ohio can be abo- 
lished without injury to the public service. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

The resolution offered on Tuesday by Mr. MOR- 
RIS, that Congress adjourn on the 2d of July to the 
second Monday in November next, and that no 
member of Congress receive compensation for 
services during the recess, came up in its order. 

Mr. MORRIS explained, and advocated his reso- 
lution at some length, assigning as the principal 
reason for adopting it that, if the Senate should 
meet before the Constitutional tume for a new session, 
they could take up their unfinished business, and 
proceed with it in the same manner as if there had 
been no recess. 

Mr. NORVELL moved that the resolution be in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr. LUMPKIN moved that it be laid on the ta- 
ble; which motion, taking precedence, was put to 
the vote, and carried. 

THE NEW TREASURY CIRCULAR. 

Mr. Wessrer’s resolution, offered yesterday, 
calling on the Secretary of the Treasury for a copy 
of such order as he might have recently issued in 
regard to receiving bank notes, coming up for con- 
sideration, 

Mr. WEBSTER said a Treasury order had 
been published, which it was preper should be 
officially communicated to the Senate. When 
speaking on the joint resolution which lately passed, 
{said Mr. W.] I observed that some further legal 
provision would be necessary, if the resolution 
should pass. This expectation is quite confirmed 
by the new circular. As to some of the conditions, 
or limitations, stated by the Secretary, it is true 
that they are imposed by existing slatutes, and 
must be regarded; such as that the bills of no 
bank should be received, which bank since June, 
1836, has issued, er paid out, bills less than five 
dollars. As all the banks in some of the States, 
and nearly all in others, are in this predicament, 
it is necessary, undoubtedly, that some act of le- 
gislauon sheutd be passed, in order to make the 
recent resolution of any practical effect in those 
States. 

There are other parts of the new circular, how- 


ever, of which I do not see the necessity, even as 
the case now stands. 

It is proper, however, that the paper should be 
officially before us, as undoubtedly some further 
legislation will be necessary; and I shall myself 
propose some measure on the subject at an early 
day. 

The resolution was adopted without dissent. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a communi- 
cation from the Treasury Department, in pursu- 
ance of a Senate resolution of May 2d, with a 
condensed statement of the condition of the State 
deposite banks, derived from the latest returns, to- 
gether with the returns on which the statement was 
founded: laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Several bills were received from the House, read 
twice, and referred. 

The Senate concurred in the amendments of the 
other House to the bill to establish the office of 
Surveyor General fur Wisconsin. 

The following bills were read a third time and 

assed: 

The bill for the relief of Robert Keyworth. 

The bill to authorize John E. Metcalf and 
others to locate certain pre-emption claims to land 
in Indiana. 

The bill for the relief of certain settlers on the 
public lands, who were deprived of the benefit of 
the act of June, 1834, granting pre-emption rights; 
and 

The bill to settle the construction of the act re- 
gulating the pay of paymasters in the army. 

INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the House bill making appro- 
priations for the prevention and suppression of In- 
dian hostilities for 1838, and for the payment of 
arrearages in 1837. 

On ordering this bill to its third reading, Mr. 
WEBSTER addressed the Senate, and was an- 
swered by Mr. WRIGHT, when Mr. PRESTON 
spoke at length, reflecting generally on the war and 
its causes, which he attributed to the fault of the 
Administration. 

Mr. LUMPKIN addressed the Senate as follows: 

Mr. Presipent: I had indulged the hope, and 
still indulge it, that the Senate would be permitied 
te act promptly on this appropriation bill, without 
bringing into its discussion the exciting topics of 
the Florida and Cherokee treaties, and the Florida 
war. The service of the country and the character 
of the Government are at this time suffering for 
the want of the passage of this bill. Drafts amount- 
ing to hundreds of thousands of dollars are at this 
moment pressed upon the Treasury of the country, 
and cannot be discharged till we pass this bill. The 
citizens ef the country, who have given full and 
fair censideration for official and legal drafts on 
your Treasury, ought not to be delayed in receiving 
their just dues. 

It is, therefore, with extreme reluctance that I 
feel myself called upon to take some notice of the 
remarks of the Senator from Seuth Carolina, [Mr. 
Preston.}] I shall not, however, follow the gen- 
tleman in the wide range he has taken in regard to 
the Florida campaign, or the merit or demerit of 
the distinguished officers who have had command 
in Florida. For the present I leave all these gen- 
tlemen (with my kind regard) to the justice of that 
public opinion, to whom we, as public men, are 
all amenable. There is but one point connected 
with the Florida war to which the gentleman has 
adverted, which I feel myself called upon to no- 
tice. 

The gentleman, with his usual eloquence, has 
eulogised the savage chief Oseola, apparently for- 
getful of the many horrid deeds which led to the 
catastrophe of this extraordinary man. When 
I hear Oseola eulogised on the floor of this 
Senate, I can but remember the _ treache- 
ry of this much indulged man to his friend 
and benefactor, the lamented General Wiley 
Thompson of Georgia, with whom I was long as- 
sociated in public life, and who was long a respect- 
ed member of the other branch of Congress. 
Yes, this bloodthirsty Oseola, not only murdered 
General Thompson, but was, and has been, the 
principal organ of all the horrors of the Florida 
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war, indiscriminately levelled against every age 
and sex. Sir, if I fail to express my sympathy in 
strains of equal eloquence with the Senator from 
South Carolina for the sufferings of the deserving 
rtion of the native race, I will not yield to the 
gentleman my claims to feelings as refined, en- 
larged, and sympathetic for suffering humanity, 
even when a savage is the victim. I avow my- 
self the friend and defender of the just rights and 
true interest of the native race. But I am far, very 
far, from being the eulogist, or apologist of Oseola. 
I can but think of his name with horrorand dis- 
st. 
e"But, sir, my anxiety for the speedy passage of 
this bill would have induced me to vote in silence, 
after all the the remarks of the gentleman upon 
the Florida part ef the subject, if the gentleman 
had stopped there. But, sir, he has come nearer 
home to me; and I feel bound to defend my own 
premises. The gentleman has given us a history 
of hissupport and defence of the Cherokee treaty of 
1835, and has manifested marked zeal in the de- 
fence of my State, and a portion of its public func- 
tionaries. I thank him kindly for all this volun- 
tary service. It is a free will offering, which I 
feel assured will be duly appreciated by the friends 
of the treaty and of the State. 

But, sir, we find mingled with all this support of 
the treaty, and zeal to have it faithfully and speedi- 
ly executed, a spirit and bearing in the remarks 
of the gentleman, which, to my mind, is calculated 
to do great injustice to the Administration which 
made and has sustained this treaty; as well as the 
friends of the Administration, who have borne the 
heat and burden of the day, in bringing our Indian 
relations to their present attitude. 

The gentlemen reminds me of what I have often 
seen in the course of a life not now a very short 
one, that is: persons vociferous in a’cause after the 
victory was achieved, and persons, too, who stood 
aloof while the battle raged. 

Sir, I will never permit the Senator from South 
Carolina, uncontested, to step in at this late day, 
and carry off whatever meed of praise may be due 
to those who have struggled so long to relieve my 
beloved State from an Indian population. I truly 
thank him for all his kind feelings and services to 
my State, and her citizens, whether private or pub- 
lic men. But all this kindness and zeal for my 
State and her distinguished citizens, shall not in- 
duce me silently to asquiesce in direct or indirect 
censure, when improperly cast upon me, or the Ad- 
ministration of the Federal Government which I 
support. My position in relation to this matter shall 
not be misunderstood or misrepresented without 
the proper correction. I am fully apprized of the 
fact, that the late communication of the President 
of the United States to Congress, embracing the let- 
ter of the Secretary of War to John Ross, is at 
this time a most fruitful subject for exc. :ement and 
misrepresentation. I, therefore, deem it my duty 
to go into a history of this transaction, sustained by 
such facts as cannot be controverted, and as will 
do justice to myself, and the Executive Govern- 
ment. 

The Cherokee treaty of 1835, after all that has 
been said to disparage the Government and the 
Indians who formed it, I repeat, as I have often 
done before, i! is a monument of the magnanimity 
of the Government on one side, anda standing 
record of the honesty and pure patriotism of the 
Cherokees who negotiated it, on the other side. 

I was invited, at an early day, to aid as a com- 
missioner in the execution oi this treaty, and have 
been familiar with every important transaction 
since, up to the present day. The Executive Go- 
vernment has uniformly, and at all times, expressed 
an unwavering determination to carry out and 
execute the treaty, without infringement or change 
of its provisions. It has as uniformly, constantly, 
and sincerely expressed a desire to discharge this 
duty in a spirit of the utmost kindness and liberality 
towards the Cherokee people. In all this I have 
concurred and co-operated with the Government. 
But it is nevertheless true, that from the time I 
entered upon the duties of the appointment of com- 
missioner until I took my seat in this Senate, yes, 
sir, and up to the present day, some difference of 
opinion between the Executive Government and 
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myselfhas existed, on some points touching the 
best mode of accomplishing the object which we 
all had in view. I united in the views of the Go- 
vernment, in using every effort within my official 
range to reconcile the opposing part of the Chero- 
kees to this treaty; and have, to a considerable ex- 
tent, succeeded. 

But I have uniformly dissented, as all my official 
letters will show while acting as commissioner, to 
that part of the policy of the Government which has 
permitted John Ross and his followers, while con- 
stantly protesting against the validity of the treaty, 
receiving the countenance and courtesy which they 
have done from the Government. I have uni- 
formly believed, and still believe, that the best and 
safest way to have executed this treaty would have 
been, from the first, kindly, but firmly, to have 
used the imperative language to Ross and his fol- 
lowers—to have said the argument is exhausted in 
regard to the treaty—It must be execuled. I believe 
that no propositions from Ross should ever have 
been entertained, without being accompanied by a 
pledge to cease from all opposition to the removal 
of the Cherokees. ButI believe this difference 
of opinion originated from ne difference in object. 
It was the desire of all to execute the treaty in 
that manner which might be best for all the parties 
in interest. From my knowledge of the character 
of Ross, I had no confidence that he ceuld be con- 
ciliated by concessions. Grant one demand, and 
another would immediately be made. The strong 
desire of the Government to conciliate Ross and 
his party has been constantly strengthened by the 
opinions of many of the officers and agents of the 
Government, as well as by the opinions of highly 
respectable citizens of various States, communi- 


cated to the Executive Government—that the treaty 
could never be executed peaceably, without the as- 
sent and aid of the opposing party of the Chero- 
kees, therefore, to avoid the evils of an Indian 


war, which must terminate in the destruction of the 


Cherokees, as well as some loss of white inhabi- 


tants. The Government has, with a patience and 
forbearance unparalleled, kept an open ear to the 
untiring perseverance of Ross. 

On taking my seat in the Senate, I found Ross 
and his delegation still here, memorializing Con- 
gress, and making propositions to the Executive 
Government, my mode and manner of meeting 
which is known to the Senate and to the country. 
In the month of March, I found, from informa- 
tion derived from different sources, that the Execu- 
tive Government here was still urged by gentle- 
men in high official stations, to the policy of con- 
ciliating Ross by increased liberality in money. 
Amongst others, I will read an extract from a 
letter of Governor Gilmer of Georgia, to the Se- 
cretary of War, dated March 5, 1838. The 
Governor says: “The best informed persons re- 
siding among the Cherokes express the opinion 
that Ross can, if he will, remove his peo- 
pleat ence. To avoid the great expense to the Go- 
vernment, and to preserve the lives and property 
of our citizens, and the Indians which may 
be sacrificed if the treaty is executed by 
force, the Government can well afford to 
pay a very liberal price for the voluntary 
and immediate removal of the Indians. To enable 
Ross and the chiefs to effect this object, I believe it 
to be necessary for them first to return home, see 
their people, and let them be satisfied that their 
efforts to change the treaty have been honest though 
unavailing. The Cherokees are so suspicious of 
their chiefs, that even Ross, as entirely as he has 
their confidence, might lose all power jo serve them 
if he attempted to jmake a contract with the Go- 
vernment, for their emigration, before they were 
consulted, and their approval of the measure ob- 
tained. If the Government should ascertain upon 
Ross’s return home, that he had the power, and was 
willing to undertake the removal of his people, the 
terms of contract could be agreed upon without 
difficulty er delay.” “If the pertinacity of Ross 
should create any difficulty, it might be obviated in 
making no reference in his contract to the treaty.” 

Very many letters from other persons of high 
respectability and official standing, to the same 
purport of Governor Gilmer’s, may be found on the 
files of the War Department, Indeed I have al- 





439 


ways myself anticipated mischief growing out of 
the execution of this treaty, unless the influence of 
Ross was neutralized by force or purchase. Un- 
der this aspect of the subject, and after both 
branches of Congress had given sufficient evidence 
of a determination to execute the treaty, regardless 
of the remonstrances of Ross, and the silly peti- 
tions of persons wholly ignorant of the subject up- 
on which they were petitioning, I came to the con- 
clusion, that Ross might possibly be in a situation 
to yield to the true interest of his people, and let 
them emigrate to the West in peace. 

And hence my assent was given to the views sug- 
gested in the extract of Gov. Gilmer’s letter, which 
Ihave read. And while I have uniformly pro- 
tested against any movement which might in the 
slightest degree retard the removal of the Cherokees, 
I have, nevertheless, uniformly and freely ex- 
pressed the opinion, that the moment when all 
Opposition to the treaty by Ross and his party 
should be yielded up, and a disposition manifested 
toemigrate with reasonable despatch, from that 
moment the Indians would be secured from-any 
unreasonable pressure on the part of the people of 
Georgia. I repudiate the idea that my constitu- 
ents would, under such circumstances, act with 
inhumanity towards the suffering Indians, or re- 
fuse to grant every indulgence which the true inte- 
rest of the Indians and humanity may require. 
No Senator on this floor is better acquainted with 
his constituents than I am with mine. They are 
generous, just, and liberal. Their magnanimity 
cannot be appealed to in vain. But, sir, they never 
caa be forced into slavish submission, or withdraw 
from a pending controversy. 

But, Mr. President, I now come to the important 
object which I had in view, in addressing the Se- 
nate. I am fully apprised of the great excitement 
which has been produced in my own State, and 
elsewhere, arising out of the propositions of the 
Secretary of War to John Ross, lately submitted to 
Congress. I am not only apprised of the excitement, 
but of the misapprehension which seems to exist on 
this subject. I perceive from the newspapers of Geor- 
gia and other States, as well as from the letters 
which I receive from my constituents, that an im- 
pression has been made upon the public mind that 
the Government was desirous, and had proposed, 
unnecessarily, to delay the emigration of the Chero- 
kees fortwo years. This I know to be an entire 
misapprehension. The extension proposed to the 
States by the Government, and that in the most de- 
licate and respectful manner, was never intended 
to embrace a longer period than that which might 
be required by adue regard to the common dictates 
of humanity, it being expressly stated that the Che- 
rokees were to be removed as speedily as was con 
sistent with health and comfort. General Scott is, 
moreover, instructed to continue the prosecution of 
the measures he has adopted to remove the Indians, 
and whether their removal is to be effected by com- 
pulsion, or voluntary emigration under their own 
agents, so to conduct his operations as to place the 
proprietors of the lands there in possession of their 
property with as little delay as possible. These in- 
structions certainly do not warrant the supposition 
that the Government consents that Ross and his 
friends shall remain two years longer. 

On the contrary, the orders of the Government 
are most positive, that the Indians are to be re- 
moved from Georgia first, and from the other States 
as speedily as practicable. This is the plain mean- 
ing of the letter of the Secretary of War to John 
Ross, asintended, understood, and interpreted by 
the author himself. I admit that the propositions 
made to John Ross, by the Secretary of War, might 
have been put in a form less liable to misappre- 
hension. Bat Iam utterly at a loss to account for 
the wide-spread misapprehension upon this subject, 
except it be from the fact that it took its rise in 
both houses of Congress, and thus rapidly spread 
to the four quarters of the Union. I know posi- 
tively that the exposition given by the Secretary of 
War, ef his letter to Ross, is perfectly consistent 
with the views which he expressed to me before 
making his propositions to Ross. The Secretary 
had ample grounds to believe that Congress enter- 
tained the most liberal feelings towards the Chero- 
kees, and would willingly soothe them, as far as 
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could reasonably be done, by additional ap- 
popsiations of moaey tw be applied to their com- 
tort. He had just cause to believe, and did believe, 
that the high-minded, generous States of Georgia, 
Tennessee, Alabama, and North Carolina, would 
act with becoming humanity and indulgence te- 
wards the poor, deluded Cherokees; and the people 
of those States will not fail to do the present Admi- 
nistration justice on this subject, when the misap- 
prehension and excitement of the present moment 
shall have passed away. 

The position of the Federal Administration of 
the Government has, upon this Indian subject, for 
many years past, been most delicate and peculiar. 
Especially since the commencement of General 
Jackson’s administration, and his manifested deter- 
mination to relieve the Southern States from the 
disadvantages of an Indian population. His un. 
tiring vigilance and perseverance on this subject 1s 
now a part of the history of the Government. In 
all his exertions to relieve Georgia from her In- 
dians, and do justice to her claims upon the Fede- 
ral Government, I was not only a faithful co-ope- 
rator, but sumetimes in advance of the President 
himself. His suecessor has faithfully adhered to 
the policy of his predecessor in carrying out these 
measures. 

ut at every step a most formidable and peculiar 
oppesition has embarrassed the Government in 
the prosecution of its Indian policy. The Admi- 
nistration has not only had to encounter the com- 
bined and regularly organized Opposition, which 
were known as open and avowed opponents, but 
many of the friends of the Administration, especial- 
ly amongst the less informed, have been used as 
opponents to the Indian policy of the Government. 
Even in the States most deeply interested, we have 
sometimes seen the strong feelings of self-interest, 
waived to accommodate party spirit and party inte- 
vest. At any rate I have aiways found the measures 
of General Jackson and myself, even in Georgia, dis- 
countenanced by some of our political opponents, 
ar far as public opinion would tolerate an expres- 
sion of disapprobation. The newspapers of the 
day will show that I was for years censured for 
the determined and straightforward course which I 
pursued in paving the way to insure the speedy 
removal of the Indians from Georgia. Yes, sir, 
I and my friends have borne the heat and 
burden of the day on this subject. And now, 
in the moment of success, in the day of tri- 
umph and victory, what is the exhibition 
which we witness on this floor? Why, sir, 
we see the honorable Senator from South Caro- 
‘ina, with his characteristic zeal and eloquence, rise 
se place, and address this Senate in a mode and 

r calculated to produce the impression abroad 
tixecutive officers of the Government and 

had, all at once, suddenly and without 

ne or reason, abandoned our long-cherished 
and gone over to the enemy; and that, too, 

ve had fairly achieved the victory of a hard 

ng fought battle. Sir, can the Senator be- 

‘ve (hat he can thus far mislead the public mind? 
Sir, he is a stranger to my constituents if he be- 
Ueves any man living can make them believe that 
} have proved recreant to their interest on this In- 
dian subject. They too well know my toils and 
my labors, my perseverance, my constancy upon 
this most important subject connected with my pu’- 
lic life. No, sir; the Senator cannot make my con- 
stituents in Georgia believe that I have abandoned 
their rights or interests. In Georgia, at this time, 
we have but ene party on this subject. The whole 
people anxiously desire the speedy execution of the 
treaty. se 

And, sir, the opponents of this Administration are 
greatly deceived, if they pat so low an estimate 
upon the intelligence of the people of Georgia, as 
to suppose they will find special favor with them 
for their loud cries of victory in the Indian battle, 
wher they have only entered the field of labor at 
the eleventh hour. Iam willing that these new 
comers should receive their penny; but I cannot 
consent to the withholding a just and equal reward 
to those faithful laberers who have burne the heat 
aad burthen of the day. 

Sir, I thank the gentleman again for the zeal 
which he exhibits in behalf of the interests of the 
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ple of Georgia, and for the high compliment he 
& paid the Governer of my State. 

I concede to the Governor of Georgia good in- 
tentions, in regard to his views and efforts to con- 
ciliate John Ross, and have yielded something of 
my own opinions in order that I might co-operate 
with his views and wishes, as well as those of 
the Executive officers of the Federal Govern- 
ment. I shall always do the Chief Magis- 
trate of my State ample justice, whatever po- 
litical difference of opinion may happen to exist 
I do, however, most solemnly protest against 
the justice of the effort of the Senator from South 
Carolina to cast censure and blame upon the Pre- 
sident and Secretary of War, as well as myself, 
for yielding something to the plainly expressed 
wishes of Governor Gilmer and many of his poli- 
tical friends, especially his northern Whig friends. 
If there be any error in this matter, the sin lies at 
the door of the opponents of the Administration; 
and yet the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Preston,] as the organ of the Southern wing of the 
Opposition, upbraids the Administration and its 
friends with throwing weighty responsibilities upon 
the Governor of Georgia. Sir, I would inquire, 
what is the great responsibility thrown upon the 
Governors of the four States interested in this mat- 
ter, even under the misapprehension indulged, 
that the States had been applied to for two years 
more time for the emigration of the Cherokees? 
Why, sir, the only responsibility is, to give an 
answer in accordance with the known wishes of 
the whole people over whom they preside. Where 
is the Governor who need be distressed or em- 
barrassed at such responsibility as this? 

Moreover, the Senator from South Carolina 
{Mr. Preston] contends and urges that the propo- 
sals of the Secretary of War to John Ross amounts 
te a new treaty, and to an infringement of the trea- 
ty of 1835. Iam not able myself to put any such 
construction on the proposals of the Secretary. I 
know that such was not his intention. The Presi- 
dent and Secretary of War have uniformly and 
firmly assured Ross and his friends that the treaty 
of New Echota would be executed without in- 
fringement or change. 

The Secretary, in his proposals to Ross, in the 
very first sentence, disclaims all right on the part 
of the Federal Government to enter into any treaty 
stipulations which might affect the rights of the 
States. And we find a reiteration of the same sen- 
timents, and sacred regard to the rights of the 
States, throughout the document under considera- 
tion. Tcall myself an unwavering State Rights 
man; but I see not the slightest grounds to tom- 
plain of this document on that score. The present 
Administration of the Federal Government belong 
to the good old Republican school of 1798, and 
therefore are not disposed to infringe upon the 
righis of the States. 

That temporary mischief has grown out of the 
misapprehensions which have spread over the 
country in relation to this subject, Iam fully aware, 
But, from the nature of things, I trust that the ex- 
citement will soon abate. The constant and daily 
movements and operations of the Government must 
surely correct, without delay, any mistaken impres- 
sions which may have existed. The Government 
is moving forward in the discharge of its duty. 
General Scott’s instructions remain unchanged. 
His character isa sufficient guarantee that his duty 
will be discharged with fidelity and ability. From 
various accounts which I have received from the 
scene of action so far, the preparations and move- 
ments connected with Cherokee emigration is going 
on hormoniously, and with all the promptitude 
which the nature of the service will allow. 

In conclusion, I would beg leave to request 
the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Preston, ] 
to be assured of my fidelity to my constituents, 
especially upon this Indian subject. I can assure 
the honorabie Senator, that he is wholly mistaken, 
if he supposes that the bearing of his remarks 
will even induce the Southern wing of his own 
party to believe that I have no more self-love than 
to give a victory to my opponents, which has been 
achieved by my friends and myself. No, sir, the 
Senator misapprehends my relation to this subject, 
as much as he does, the commanication of the 








Secretary of War to John Ross; or he would never 
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friends and myself,in zeal for the faithful and 
speedy execution of the Cherokee treaty. 

Mr. LUMPKIN was followed by Messrs. CLAY 
of Alabama, STRANGE, SOUTHARD, and 
WHITE, when the bill was ordered to be en. 
grossed by a unanimous vote, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.Allen, Calhoun, Clay of Alaba- 
ma, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Cuthbert, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Nises, 
Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Strange, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, Webster, White, Wil- 
liams, Wright, and Young—40. 

[This debate will be given as soon as prepared. ] 

The bill was about to pass by unanimous con- 
sent, when 

Mr. HUBBARD stated that Mr. Benton had 
expressed to him a desire to address the Senate on 


| its third reading; and, 


On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, June 8, 1838. - 
TREASURY BUILDING. 

This being the day set apart, by special order, 
till one o’clock, for the consideratisn of the “ bill 
providing for the removal of the walls of the Trea- 
sury building, and for the erection of a fire-proof 
building for the Fost Office Department,” the 
House went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Pore in the chair thereon. 

A motion was pending to strike out the enacting 
clause. 

Mr. LINCOLN submitted the following amend- 
ment: “To amend by striking out, in the second 
section, all after the word ‘ appropriated,’ where it 
first occurs, and inserting ‘ any unexpended balan- 
ces remaining in the Treasury from former appro- 
priations to the construction of a Treasury build- 
in oe ” 

‘ eae spoke for sometime in support of 
the bill. 

Mr. KEIM vindicated General Jackson and Mr. 
Van Buren for the part they had taken, prescribed, 
as it was, by the existing law, and then went at 
some length into a general opposition to the bill, 
and went more particularly into a defence of Mr. 
Mills, as an accomplished architect; and in reply to 
some of the allegations in the report, and in the re- 
marks of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Lincotn.] He then went into a statement of de- 
tails, to show that the building would be sufficient 
in strength, and in convenience for the Depart- 
ment, and contended for that American simplicity 
of construction which combines neatness with 
utility, and is opposed to expensive and ostenta- 
tious display. 

During the course of Mr. K's remarks, Mr. 
LincoLtn took occasion to explain, that Mr. Wal- 
ter had not been originally designated by the com- 
mittee, and was personally unkuown to all of them, 
and that he had been originally designated as the 
architect to examine the building by Mr. Van 
Buren himself. 

Mr. KEIM having concluded his temarks— 

Mr. PRATT made a few observations in reply, 
and in support of the bill as a matter of economy. 
He was satisfied that an economical expenditure of 
the public money required that the structure should 
be remeved; and he made various statements in de- 
tail, in support of that opinion. 

Mr. LINCOLN alluded to the painful nature of 
the duty imposed upon the committee, which re- 
sulted injuriously to the reputation of Mr. Mills, 
as an atchitect, as he had long had a personal re- 
grrd for him, and had on more occasions than one, 
advocated his employment by the Government. 
He said the committee had not from their own ob- 
servation, discovered the want of strength in the 
building; but if they had not been apprised of that 
fault, the report would have been precisely what 
it is now; because there were other faults sufficient 
to induce its condemnation. There were not suffi- 
cient rooms now to accommodate the present 
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of the Department. The basement rooms 
ang vt a F to be uninhabitable for clerks, and 
without them, there were not rooms enough. ' 

Mr. L. then wentinto an examination of details 
in relation to the present structure and its defects, 
and into minute commentsand descriptions of other 
plans proposed for the completion of the work 
without removing the portion already erected. He 
condemned some of these plans as imperfect and 
incongruous, and the others would be too expensive, 
in addition to the imperfect and unsafe construc- 
tion of the portion now in progress. Mr. L. made 
some comments upon the conduct of Mr. Mills 
during the investigation, and referred to the opi- 
nions of several distinguished architects; which all 
concurred that the design was bad and the construc- 
tion insufficient. 

The hour of one o’clock having arrived, the 
Cuaink announced that fact, saying that it was 
no longer competent for the committee to sit. 

Some conversation ensued upon the order of 
business; during which, 

Mr. LINCOLN said he asked no favors of the 
committee or the House in regard to the continua- 
tion of his remarks. He did not speak for his own 
satisfaction upon this painful subject, but in the 
discharge of his public duty; and when the indica- 
tion of the House was that he had said enough, 
he should stop. 

The committee rose and reported progress, till the 
time limited by the assignment. 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the House sus- 
pended the rules and went again into committee for 
the remainder of theday. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. LIN- 
COLN, CUSHING and HOWARD, for a short 
time. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
strike out the enacting clause, and decided in the 
negalive—ayes 44, noes 63, not a quorum. 

It being thought that a quorum was in the com- 
mittee, the questicn was again put, and decided in 
the negative—ayes 59, noes 66. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Lincotn, which was adopted without 
a division. 

Mr. RENCHER then moved an amendment, 
providing for the erection of a plain, brick, fire- 
proof building, and appropriating fifty thousand 
dollars, in addition to former unexpended appro- 
priations, for the construction of the same, near 
the State Department, and to correspond with the 
other buildings of the Departments. 

Mr. R. made some observations in support of 
his amendment, which was further debated by 

Mr. MERCER, Mr. WIL IAMS of North 
Carolina, and Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved to amend the amend- 
ment, by striking out the words unexpended ba- 
lance. 

Mr. RENCHER assented to the modification. 

Mr. EVERETT expressed his concurrence in 
the amendment as modified. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he would go for the amend- 
ment, but when the bill came to the House he 
would go for striking out the first section, or post- 
poning it for ever. 

The amendment was then adopted; and the com- 
mittee rose and reported the bill and amendments to 
the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky moved to lay the 
bill on the table, and moved a call of the House; 
which was accordingly ordered. 

After proceeding some time in the call, the fur- 
ther proceedings, on motion, were dispensed with. 

The bill and amendments were then taken up, 
— the question being on laying the bill on the 
table— 

Mr. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then put, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 89, nays 82. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were severally read a third 
time and passed: 

The joint resolation for the relief of the widow 
and other heirs at law of Alexander Hamilton, de- 
ceased. 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


An act for the relief of the heirs of Apollos Coo- 

r. 
An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Col. Francis Taylor, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Moses Van Cowper. 

An act for the relief of Levi Chadwick. 

An act for the relief of the children and heirs of 
Col. Thomas Knowlton, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain John Marks, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Capt. John De Treville, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Crocker 
Sampson, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Capt. James Purvis, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Maj. Tariton Woodson, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Thomas P. Parsons. 

An act for the relief of the heirs at law of Lieut. 
Jas. Conway, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Dr. Charles Taylor, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Rebecca Burch, widow 
of Benjamin Burch, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs at law of David 
Gould, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Major Peter 
Helphenston, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Hunt, heir of 
Captain William Hendricks, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Captain Juhn Winston, deceased. 

An act for the relief of John Clark. 

An act for the relief of Lieut. John McDowel. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Samuel O. Pettus, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs at law of Lieut. 
Wadleigh Noyes, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and representa- 
tives of Captain Presley Thornton. 

An act for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of Garland Burnley, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain James Burton, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Thomas Cook, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William Vause. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Captain Tarpley White, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
Martha Woodliff. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of William 
Gregory. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of Na- 
than Lamme. 

An act for the relief of Joseph Prescott. 

An act for the relief of Simon Summers. 

An act for the relief of Captain Samuel Warren, 

An act granting a pension to the widow of John 
March. 

An act to settle the accounts of Richard Harri- 
son, late Consular Agent in Spain. 

An act granting an increase of pension to Emp- 
son Hamilton. 


An act for the relief of the representatives of Col. 
William Fountain. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Major William Langbourne. 


An act for the relief of the heirs of Richard Shu- 
brick. 


An act for the relief of Robert Ramsay. 

An act for the relief of Elizabeth Champney. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Henry Mor- 
fett. 

An act for the relief of Henry Hoffman. 

An act for the relief of Nicholas Verplast. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Tarlton Woodson, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thomas Wishart. 

An act for the relief of Roger Stayner. 

An act for the relief of John Spitfathom. 

An act for the relief of the representatives of 
James Broadus, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the widew and children 
of Jonathan Dye. 
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An act for the relief of the legal representa’ives 
of Daniel Duval, deceased 

An act for the relief of Gratia Ray. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of William 
Cogswell. 

Anactfor the relief of the heirs of Willitm 
Russworm, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Lieut. James 
Hackley, deceased. 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Patrick M’Gibbony. 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Lieut. Wil- 
liam Lewis. 

An act for the relief of the heirs at law of Ed- 
ward Wayde, deceased. 

An act for the relief of William B. Fergusson, 
and his sureties. 

A joint resolution for the relief of the heirs of 
Charles Brown, deceased. 

An act for the relief of James Barrett. 

An act for the relief of William Dixon. 

An act to extend the time for locating Virginia 
military land warrants, and for returning surveys 
of the same to the General Land Office, was taken 
up, verbally amended by general consent on mo- 
tion of Mr. HAMER, and then passed. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, read 
twice, and referred to their appropriate standing 
committees. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, on leave, submit- 
ted the fellowing resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the causes of the 
failure of the last term of the Circnit Court of the 
United States for the State of Louisiana, and into 
the conduct of the United States District Judge of 
the said State, in attempting to remove the Clerk of 
the said District and Circuit Courts, without suffi- 
cient cause. 

Mr. J. in offering the resolution, explained 
the serious causes of complaint which had ex- 
isted in Louisiana for years with regard to the 
operations of the judicial system of the United 
States in that State. He stated that no business 
had yet been disposed of in the circuit court for 
that State; that the last term of the court had not 
been held, in consequence of an arbitrary attempt 
of the district judge to remove the clerk of the dis- 
trict and circuit courts without cause. He had 
been informed from the most respectable sources, 
that the clerk produced a letter from the district 
judge, stating that “the had performed the duties of 
his office faithfully, promptly, and uprightly, and 
to the entire satisfaction of the bench, the bar, 
and the public; and that the only reason he had 
for removing him was a desire to appoint an inti- 
mate friend in his place.” On opening the circuit 
court, Judge McKinley, of the Supreme Court, 
after the argument of council, gave an opnion 
that the district judge did not possess the power to 
remove the clerk without cause. Judge Lawrence, 
still maintaining his right so to act, the question, it 
is understood, will be brought before the Supreme 
Court of the United States for final decision. In 
the mean time, neither the district nor circuit court 
of said State can be held for the want of a clerk. 
Consequently, the important business pending in 
the said courts will be suspended for a further period 
of, perhaps, twelve or eighteen months, and even 
for a much longer time, if the case should not be 
decided at the next term of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Thus the mass of business in 
both courts is to be postponed, and the interests of 
the people sacrificed, because the district judge 
wishes to remove a clerk, who is eminently quali- 
fied for the situation, and against whom he had no 
cause of complaint, with the view of bestowing the 
office on an intimate friend. 

Mr. J. concluded by remarking that, if the facts 
to which he had referred are true, of which he had 
no doubt, he, as one of the representatives from the 
State of Louisiana, had no hesitation in saying 
that, in his opinion, the district judge should be 
impeached and dismissed from office. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a message 
from the President of the United States, transmit- 
ting the claims of the Marshal of the Northern 
District of New York for repressing frontier dis- 
turbances, and recommending the passage of a 
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general measure to meet all similar cases; which, 
having been read, was, 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

At 5 o’clock, p.m. on motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Faipay, June 8, 1838. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of Bre- 
voort and Fowler, of Philadelphia, praying that the 
same protection may be extended to artusts, that is 
now extended to authors, by securing to them the 
copyrights of their works: referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SWIFT presented the petition of Harriet Li- 
vermore, praying remuneration for property lost 
among the Northwest Indians: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of John 
C. Stockton, praying for compensation for extra 
services as a mail contractor: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. LINN presented the narrative of Charles 
Bulfinch, relative to the discovery of the Columbia 
river: which was ordered to be printed and append- 
ed to the report of the Select Committee on the 
Oregon Territory. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which was referred the amendment of 
the House of Representatives to the bill to autho- 


rize the President of the United States to cause the | 


suvuthern boundary line of the Tersitory of Wis 

consin to be run and marked, reporied the same 

with an amendment to the amendment; and 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the Senate con- 
curred in the amendment of the House,as amended 
by the committee. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the resolution of the 
Senate of the 31st ult. directing the committee to 
take into consideration certain provisions of the 
Deposit act of 1836, and to report thereon, made a 
report, which was read. 

Mr. Waricut, frem the Commitiee on Finance, 
made the following report: 

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred 
the resolution of the Senate of the 3lst ultimo, 
directing certain inquiries as to various provi- 
sions of an act entitled *“* An act to regulate the 
deposites of the pablic money,” passed on the 

- 23d day of June, 1836, respectfully report: 

The resolution instructs the committee ‘ to take 
into consideration the act of the 23d of June, 1836, 
entitled ‘An act to regulate the deposites of the 
public money,’ and to make inquiry upon these 
points, viz: 


First. ** Whether, according to the provisions of that act, it 
is now Competent for the Secretary of the Treasury to employ 
any bank which has heretofore been selected as a public depo- 


sitory, and which, since the passage of that act, has suspended 
specie payments.” 

The committee have examined the act with at- 
tention, and find that, all other objections being ob- 
viated, it is competent for the Secretary of the 
Treasury to employ, as a public depository, any 
bank which has heretofore been selected for that 
service, ‘‘ and which, since the passage of that act, 
has suspended specie payments.”’ The eighth sec- 
tion of the deposite act prohibits the Secretary of 
the Treasury from discontinuing any deposite bank, 
and from withdrawing the public money therefrom, 
except for certain enumerated causes, one of which 
is in the following words: 

“Or if any of said banks shall, at any time, refuse to pay its 
own notes in specie, if demanded.” 

Upon this cause being presented, it is made the 
express duty of the Secretary, by the same section 
of the act, “to discontinue any such bank as a 
depository, and withdraw from it the public mo- 
neys which it may hold on deposite at the time of 
such discontinuance;” but when the bank shall have 
again resumed specie payments, nothing is found in 
this language to interdict its re-selection as a public 
depository. 

The fourth section of the act sets out the terms 
and conditions upon which the banks shall agree 
to receive the public moneys before they shall be 
employed as depositories. The second of these 
terms is prescribed in the following words: 
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“Secondly. To credit as specie all sums deposited therein to 
- nee of the = ~ the United ve and to pay all 
checks, warrants, or drafts, drawn on such deposites, in s 
if required by the holder thereof.”’ ne 


he breach of this condition, on the part of the 
bank, would be a refusal to pay its depositors in 
specie, and consequently a suspension, to that ex- 
tent, of specie payments; and the duty of the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury to discontinue it, as a de- 
pository, and to withdraw the public money from 
it, would become imperative, by the language of 
the eighth section, before referred to, which assigns, 
as another cause of discontinuance and withdrawal, 
that, “‘at any time any one ofsaid banksshall fail or 
refuse to perform any of said duties, as prescribed 
by this act, and stipulated to be performed by its 
contract.” 

This contingency, therefore, like the former, 
would take from the bank its character as a depo- 
sitory, for the time being ; would forfeit the exist- 
ing contract, and render its discontinuance, and 
the withdrawal of the public money from it, an 
imperious duty; but the committee see nothing, in 
either of the causes, to prevent a second contract 
with the same bank, when it should again resume 
specie payments, again consent “to pay its own 
notes in specie, if demanded,” and again “pay all 
checks, warrants, or drafts, drawn on the public 
deposites, in specie, if required by the holder 
thereof.” They find no provision, in any other 
part of the act, interdicting a second contract with 
the same bank, when the first shall have been 
terminated for either of these causes, and they 
therefore express their opinion that “it is now com- 
petent for the Secretary of the Treasury te employ 
any bank which has heretofore been selected as a 
public depository, and which, since the passage of 
that act, has suspended specie payments;” there 
being no other obstacle, in the way of such second 
employment, than the act of suspension of specie 
payments. 

The next point to which the resolution directs 
the inquiry of the committee, is in the following 
words : 

Second, “ Or which has, since the fourth day of July, 1836, 
— notes, or bills, of a lees denomination than five dol- 
ars. 

To cause the inquiry to be clearly understood, it 
is necessary to connect the preceding language with 
the words above quoted, and the inquiry will be, 
whether, according to the provisions of that act, [the 
deposite law of 1836,] t& is now competent for the 
Secretary of the Treasury lo employ any bank which 
has; since the fourth day of July, 1836, paid out notes, 
or bills, of a less denomination than five dollars. 

In answer to this inquiry, the committee find the 
two first clauses of the fifth section of the act to be 
in the following words: 

“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That no bank shall 
be selected, or continued, asa place of deposite of the public 
money, which shall not redeem its notes and bills, on demand, 
in specie; nor shall any bank be selected, or continued, as afore- 
said, which shall, after the fourth day of July, in the year one 


thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, issue, or pay out, any 
note or bill of a less denomination than five dollars.”’ 


The last of these clauses meets and answers the 
inquiry directly, and shows that it is not competent 
for the Secretary of the Treasury, under this act, 
now to employ, as a public depository, any bank 
which has, since the fourth day of July, 1836, 
either issued, or paid out, notes or bills of a less de- 
nomination than five dollars; while the first clause 
interdicts the selection or continuance, at any time, 
and under any circumstances, of any bank “ which 
shall not redeem its notes and bills, on demand, in 
specie.” 

These two points of the inquiry seem to the com- 
mittee to assume the expediency of a course of le- 
gislation which shall revive and introduce again 
into practice the deposite system established by the 
act of 1836, as the system upon which the public 
money is to be kept and disbursed. Under this 
supposition, the opinion of the committee, as to the 
first inquiry, does not indicate the necessity of fur- 
ther legislation; while the plain and unquestioned 
constraction of the act, as to the second, compels 
an answer which, to the minds of those who desire 
the reintroduction of that system, may seem to point 
out such a necessity. 

Not so with the majority of the committee. 
While left by the Senate to the free exercise of 
their own opinions, they cannot recommend any 
legislation, the effect of which will be to reunite the 





public Treasury and the banks, by a return of the 
public treasure to the uses of banking; to stimulate 
and compel the banks to discount upon the public 
money, by exacting from them an interest for its 
use; to promote an expansion in the paper issues of 
the banks, exactly proportioned to the fertility of 
the public revenues, and a correspondent em- 
barrassment of the public Treasury, when a 
sterility of revenue shall call for the public money 
which has passed into the hands of the customers 
of the banks. Such, they believe, have been the 
effects of the system of deposites, the revival of 
which the resolution seems to contemplate. That 
system compelled the deposite of all the public mo- 
ney in banks; it placed it in those institutions upon 
general denosite, and thus made it, in fact and in 
law, the money of the banks, and not the money 
of the people; it not only held out an inducement 
to the banks to use the money for the purposes of 
discount and banking, but, in this way, gave them 
the right so to use it, in defiance of the popular 
will, and of the public authorities; it went further, 
and compelled them to convert it to some profita- 
ble employment, by demanding interest from them 
while it was in their keeping. Time and experi- 
ence have shown the consequences of such a policy, 
and, were there no other reason, these consequences 
would forbid the committee from recommending 
any legislation calculated, or intended, to revive 
that system. 

The action of the Senate, however, appears to 
them equally to stand in the way of any such re- 
commendation. A special convocation of Con- 
gress, in September last, was a necessity imposed 
by the failure of this system of deposites, and the 
embarrassments to the public Treasury thereby oc- 
casioned. Recommendations for the keeping and 
management of the public money, without the aid 
of the banks, and especially for a permanent sepa- 
ration between the treasure of the people and the 
business of banking, were then laid before Con- 
gress by the President. These recommendations 
were deliberately and definitively acted upon and 
adopted by the Senate, but failed to receive the as- 
sent of the other branch of Congress. At the com- 
mencement of the present session, the same recom- 
mendations, substantially, were renewed, and again 
the Senate has, after long deliberation and debate, 
adopted them, in the shape of a bill, and thus sent 
them to the House for its concurrence. If that 
bill shall becomne a law, the whole depusite system 
recognised and legalized by the deposite act of 
1836, will be superseded. Will the Senate, 
then, by its own action, supersede its own 
bill? Will it, in the absence of all informa- 
tion as to what may be the fate of that measure 
in the co-ordinate branch of the Legislature, or 
rather with the knowledge that it has not yet been 
considered there, send another bill upon the same 
general subject, based upon adverse principles? 

The committee can only repeat, what they have 
found it to be their duty to say upona kindred branch 
of this subject, that whether such duplicate action, 
by the same legislative body, be consistent wit 
established parliamentary law, with the economy 
of legislation, or with the uniformity: of decisions 
which should characterize all deliberative bodies, 
are questions which properly address themselves 
to the Senate and not to them ; but upon the m rits 
of the propositions they must be permitted to feel 
entire confidence that no sufficient reasons fora 
change of opinion or action can be presented. 

The remaining inquiry embraced ia the resolu- 
tion is in the following words : 

“ Third. And also to inquire into the expediency of repeal- 
ing or modifying those provisions of the said act, which pro- 
hibit the receipt, in payment of debts and dues to the United 
States, of the bills of all banks which issue bills of less denomi- 


nation than five dollars.” 

This inquiry relates to the last clause of the 5th 
section of the act, whieh reads as follows : 

“ Nor shall the notes or bills of any bank be received in 
payment of any debt due to the United States, which shall, 
after the said fourth day of July, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-six, issue aay note or bill of a less denomi- 
nation than five dollars.”” ; 

This provision of the law of 1836, was inserted 
in furtherance of a policy some years since adopted 
by Congress, as will be seen by the 8th section of 
the proposed recharter of the Bank of the United 
States of the year of 1832, which reserved to Con- 
gress the power, from and after the 3d of March, 
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1836, to prohibit that institution from issuing or 
circulating notes of a less denomination than twen- 
ty dollars. That actdid not become a law, but this 
feature of it met the approbation of the two Houses 
of Congress, while the objections of the then Presi- 
dent to the bill made no mention of this provision 
as exceptionable in his mind. On the contrary, 
his whole policy, and all his recommendations in 
relation to the currency, after that date, and espe- 
cially after the time when the power could have 
been exercised, favored the policy of this limitation. 
Various legislation of Congress in the year 1836, 
distinctly indicated a determination to adhere to, and 
carry out the policy, and by limiting the circula- 
tion of bank notes of the smaller denominations, 
to secure a currency of coin only for the minor 
transactions of business, for the payment of day 
laborers, for the change required in pecuniary deal- 
ings and the like; and in this way, also to give a 
more broad metallic basis to our whole paper cir- 
culation. Many of the States of the Union fell in- 
to the policy thus adepted and pursued by this 
Government, and conformed their legislation to 
the object proposed. It seemed to be universally 
conceded that these two objects could only be se- 
cured by the exclusion of small bank notes from 
ordinary circulation; and all adopted the policy as 
wise, and worthy of pursuit. The powers of this 
Government could effect little, as the paper circu- 
lation to be suppressed was that of the notes of 
banks existing by, and acting under State autho- 
rity; but what it could do, was proposed to be 
done by the provision of the deposite law above 
quoted. Asa more direct, and much more efficient 
movement, a very general and vigorous effort was 
made by the States and the people, to exclude from 
circulation bank notes of a less denomination than 
five dollars; and several States, whose banks 
had, theretofore, been authorized to issue notes 
of the denominations of one, two, and three dollars, 
took from them that authority, while the banks of 
several other States had either never possessed that 
authority, or had been deprived of it at a previous 
period. The progress in this attempted reform of 
the currency was materially retarded by the fact 
that all the States did not enter into, and act upon 
it, SO as to restrain the issues of small notes by 
their banks, and that the banks of the British pro- 
vinces upon our northwestern boundary continued 
to issue small notes, which found a more or less 
extended circulation in the contiguous States of the 
Union. Still the advance towards an entire metallic 
circulation for all sums below five dollars was as 
rapid as, in the then situation of the country and 
the banks, could reasonably have been expected; 
and additional States were taking measures for the 
gradual exclusion of the small notes of their banks, 
when the suspension of specie payments, with very 
few exceptions, by all the banks of all the States, 
in May, 1837, arrested the salutary improvement. 
The suspension was, to every practical extent, 
perfect. ‘The banks, as a general rule, did not pay 
Specie upon any denomination of their notes, or to 
any class of their creditors. An unavoidable con- 
sequence followed. All the coin in circulation, the 
most of which had been put in circulation by the 
policy and measures before adverted to, was either 
gathered into the banks, not to be again given out 
for the circulating currency of the country, or was 
hoarded by private holders, to whose minds the 
Suspension had communicated a feeling allied to 
panic, inclining them to treasure up all they had 
which was money, precisely in proportion to the 
diminution of their confidence in the value of that 
circulating medium which had, theretofore, repre- 
sented money, but could not do so during the conti- 
nuance of the entire suspension of specie payments 
by the banks. Hence either an absence of any 
medium for business transactions under five dul- 
lars, or the worst of all media which an enlightened 
public feeling could tolerate, soon became, in many 
sections of the Union, an evil of the first magni- 
tude, and one against which the interference of the 
State Legislatures was commandingly invoked. In 
obedience to calls of this description from a suffer- 
ing constituency, the Legislatures of several of the 
States, which had adopted and prosecuted the policy 
of substituting the circulation of coin for that of 
small bank notes in the minor pecuniary transac- 
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tions of society, felt it to be their duty to retrograde 
in their action, and again to confer upon their 
banking institutions the power to issue, and the 
right to circulate, notes of the denominations below 
five dollars. In scme cases this change of policy, 
in the action of the States, has been made general 
and unlimited; while in others, as the committee 
think more wisely and fortunately, it has been 
made temporary, and adopted with an evident de- 
sign, not to abandon the policy, but to meet the 
particular grievance, and, that being obviated, to 
return to those sound measures which, as perma- 
nent regulations of law, cannot fail to have a most 
salutary influence upon our currency generally, 
and especially upon the interest of the poorer, and 
by far the most numerous classes, in its soundness 
and reality. 

Still the committee suppose that nearly all the 
banks in many entire States have, in obedience to, 
and in conformity with, this change of policy in 
the legislative action of the States under whose 
authority they exist, violated the restriction imposed 
by the clause of the Depssite law of 1836 last 
above quoted, and thus put it out of the power of 
the fiscal officers of this Government to receive 
any of their notes in any payment to the United 
States while that restriction remains in force, and 
without modification. Under such circumstances, 
the committee are not prepared to say that this 
provision should be so rigidly adhered to as to per- 
petuate the exclusion of the notes of these banks 
from the public receipts, while the notes of other 
banks, no more safe, are received. Such a rule 
would not aid the policy which the committee ear- 
nestly advocate of giving greater stability to our 
paper circulation, but would merely establish an 
invidious discrimination between the different 
local banking institutions, founded, so far as they 
can discover, upon no defensible principle. Had 
these violations ef the restriction imposed by the 
Deposite law been entirely voluntary on the part of 
the banks; had no suspension of specie payments, 
and no consequent derangement of the whole paper 
currency, intervened; and, even under these pressing 
inducements, had not the interference of the Legis- 
latures of the States authorized the violations, and, 
in some cases, at least, rendered the issue of the 
small notes almost, if not altogether, a duty in the 
estimation of the surrounding community, the com- 
mittee would be the last persons to suggest even, 
much less to recommend, the remission of the 
penalty which this law of Congress imposes upon 
the act. 

After what has been said, it will not be expected 
that the committee will yield to “the expediency of 
repealing those provisions of the said act which 
prohibit the receipt in payment of debts and dues 
to the United States of the bills of all banks which 
issue bills of less denomination than five dollars.” 
This would be to yield the sound and salutary 
policy which the provisions were designed to carry 
out; one of the last things, in the administration of 
the affairs of thisGovernment, which the committee 
are disposed to surrender. While the benefits of a 
sound and stable currency are so loudly demanded 
by all parties and allinterests, and while the commit- 
tee know and feel that a greater infusion of coin into 
the circulating medium of the country is the safest 
mode of reaching that great and good result, they 
cannot become parties, much less agents, in a 
course of legislation which shall surrender the first 
step towards a consummation so ardently desired 
by all. They, therefore, give their opinion against 
a repeal of this provision. 

It remains to consider what modification can pro- 
perly be adopted to meet the case, and not weaken 
the great principle contended for. That, in the 
opinion of the committee, is a proposition of easy 
solution. The legislation of several of the States, 
to which reference has been made, furnishes a pre- 
cedent which Congress ean safely follow. A post- 
ponement, so far, of the operative limitation of the 
provision, as to relieve the banks from the excla- 
sion caused by former violations; the fixing of 
another day, beyond which, if they shall again 
cease to issue notes below the denomination of 
five dollars, their notes may be received in payment 
of the public dues, will effectually cure the evil 
complained of; place the excluded banks, so far as 
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the legislation of Congress is concerned, upon the 
same footing with their neighbor institutions, and 
preserve the policy of the law, in no other respect 
impaired than as to the time when that policy shall 
become practice. 

The committee cannot, in justice to their own 
feelings, fail here to notice that many of the exclu- 
ded banks have been among the first in the country 
to resume specie payments; that their issue of notes 
under the denomination of five dollars was a mea- 
sure believed, not by those interested in the banks 
simply, but by the community within which they 
are located, to be in direct aid of a speedy resump- 
tion by the institutions which made the issues; and 
that the effect of those issues, under the circum- 
stances of the case, and in the then condition of the 
currency, is still thought to have been salutary upon 
all interesis, public and private. These are circum- 
stances, which as it seems to the commilteee, can- 
not escape the attention of Congress in deciding 
upon the propriety of the suggested modification of 
this provision of the deposite law of 1836. 

Still the question is one connecting itself with 
the general subject of legislation, covered by the 
bill upon which, as has been before remarked, the 
Senate has acted, during its present session, and 
which bill has been, long since, sent to the House 
of Representatives for the concurrence of that body. 
When that bill shall be acted upon, the committee 
believe that an amendment, to the effect they have 
suggested, will be proper and expedient; and as 
they have abundant evidence that the atiention of 
that body has been repeatedly and expressly called 
to this particular point, they have no reason to doubt 
that it will receive the required modification there, 
in case the judgment of the House, upon the pro- 
priety of its adoption, shall agree with that which 
the committee entertain and express. 

They believe it, therefore, inexpedient that any 
independent proposition to accomplish this object 
should, at the present time, be originated in, or 
acted upon by, the Senate. Should the bill referred 
to be rejected by the House, or should it be return- 
ed to the Senate without the amendment suggested, 
in either case the modification may be originated 
and passed as an independent bill, without material 
consumption of time, in relation to the business of 
this body, while its adoption by the other, in the 
manner here suggested, will save the time and 
forms of independent legislative action. For these 
reasons the committee return the resolution to the 
Senate, without any proposition for the present ac- 
tion of the body upon any one of its suggestions. 

After a debate, in which Messrs. WEBSTER, 
NORVELL, WRIGHT, and BENTON, took 
part, the report was ordered to be printed. 

The Senate then took up the bill making appro- 
priations to prevent and suppress Indian hostilities 
for the year 1838, and for arrearages for 1837; 
when, 

Mr. BENTON addressed the Senate at length, 
in favor of the bill, and in reply to Messrs. Soutn- 
arD and Prenriss’s remarks of yesterday. 

Mr. PRESTON followed in reply; and 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
passed without a division. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 
The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, June 9, 1838. 

Mr. HAYNES, on leave, presented a petition for 
a mail route from Columbus, Georgia, to Apala- 
chicola, Florida. 

Mr. TITUS moved a suspension of the rules (ob- 
jection having been previously made to the request) 
to enable him to submit a motion to make the bill 
to extend the pension system of the United States 
the special order for Saturday next, from 11 till 1 
o’clock, but the motion was disagreed to, only 52 
voting for it. 

Mr.CAMPBELL of Tennessee moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the Treasury Building bill 
was laid on the table yesterday, and the motion was 
entered on the Journal. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
William Traverse. 

Mr. POPE moved a suspension of the rules for 
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the purpose of taking up the “bill to extend the 
provisions of the law of 1832 to Western Indian 
fighters, between the years 1783 to 1795,” so as to 
fix it as a special order for Friday next, from 11 
to 1 o'clock; but the House refused—only 47 voting 
for the motion. 

Mr. BOND moved that the ‘bill to enlarge the 
provisions of the act, entitled ‘an act granting half 
pay to widows or orphans, where their husbands 
and fathers have died of wounds received in the 
military service of the United States, in certain 
cases, and for other purposes’ ”—together with a 
Senate bill on the same subject—be made the spe- 
cial order for Monday week, after the States were 
called through for petitions; but the motion was 
rejected. 

Mr. STEWART, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Andrew 
Rembert. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, reported the bill 
to establish certain post routes, and moved that it 
be made the special order of the day for Monday 
week, which was agreed to. 

Mr. M. then moved to include certain other bills 
repoited from the same committee in the same 
special order, but this motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. BIRDSALL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
legal representatives of Nathan Smith, deceased. 

Mr. B. from the same committee, made unfa- 
vorable reports on the following petitions and me- 
merials, to wit: heirs of Major General John 

Thomas, for bounty land; heirs of Timothy Page, 
aompensation for military services; Catharine Tel- 
fair, for bounty land; Mary O’Bannan, compensa- 
tion for property taken by the British in the war of 
the Revolution; Isaac N. Piggott, pay for services 
rendered in the war of the Revolution; Ruth Hawks, 
pay for destruction and loss of property in the same 
war; Lucy Knoles, for bounty land. 

These reports, on motion of Mr. B. were several- 

ly laid on the table, and directed to be printed. 
' Mr. B. asked that the same committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of a resolu- 
tion of inquiry in the case of Louis Webb, directed 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims: agreed 
to. 

Mr. B. asked that the same committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the fol: 
lowing petitions, to wit: heirs of Daniel Truehart, 
Thomas Park and John Peebles; which was agreed 
to, and the same laid on the table, on motion of 
Mr. B. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported, without amendment, Senate bill 
to amend the act more effectually to provide for 
the punishment ofcertain crimes against the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

The bil! for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Jourdon, deceased, was then taken up, and 
opposed by Mr. ALLAN of Vermont (on whose 
call the yeas and nays on it were ordered,) and 
Mr. HALL, and supported by 

Mr. CRAIG, when the question was taken on it, 
and the bill was rejected—yeas 43, nays 110. 

The bil! for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John P. Harrison was postponed till Friday 
next. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Lathrop Allen, deceased, was read the third time 
and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Capt. Thomas Triplett, deceased, was taken up, 
and opposed by Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, and 
Mr. HAWES, when its further consideration was 
postponed till Friday next. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
“presentatives of Rignold Whit, alias Nick Hilla- 
ry, was opposed by Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
and supported by Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD and 
Mr. CRAIG, when the bil] was rejected. 

The bill for the relief of Josephine Nourse, was 
taken up like the foregoing, being on its third 
reading, and opposed by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, 
CUSHMAN, REED, CAMBRELENG, and TIL 
LINGHAST, and supported by Messrs. HAL- 
STEAD, MASON, BRIGGS, and CRAIG, when 

the bill was rejected. 
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[This bill involved a principle of much interest 
to persons in the military service of the United 
States. In favor of the bill it was argued, that 
Dr. Nourse was in the regular army of Florida, 
during a period when the army was deficient of 
surgeons; and in consequence of prevailing dis- 
eases, he was compelled to perform extraordinary 
duty. His exertions, united with the unhealthy 
condition of the climate and army, induced a 
disease of which he soon died. It was contended 
that the law provided for pensions to those who 
died of wounds received in the service in the regu- 
lararmy, and for pensions to those who died of 
diseases or woun ls contracted in the service, pro- 
vided they were volunteers or militia. The bill was 
opposed upon the ground that the law made a dis- 
tinction between the army, and the militia or 
volunteers. The first enlisted voluntarily, to make 
arms a profession, under a contract of well 
known pay, perquisites, and advantages. The 
militia were subject to be compelled to leave 
their homes and their business, by drafts, against 
their will, to enter into the service; and volun- 
teers were supposed, also, to act against their 
will in the profession of arms, under some emer- 
gency, such as should compel any and every man 
to defend his home and his country. The first went 
deliberately into the service, knowing the terms; 
the others were forced into it against their inclina- 
tion and interest; and the distinction, whether 


founded in justice or not, had been made to com- | 


pensate, ina more adequate degree, those who 
were forced to abandon their ordinary pursuits. It 
was further urged, that if the distinction was not 
properly made, the law in favor of the militia 
should be repealed, or the pension system for the 
regular army should be extended; and in case the 
latter course should be adopted, a pension should 
be given for all those who might die in the service 
of the United States, whether army, naval, or civil, 
for the principle would apply equally to all. 
The question rested upon this principle, and the 
additional consideration that special legislation 
should not be had upon such subjects which ought 
to be governed by general laws. If the general 
laws as they now exist are correct, and founded 
upon a just discrimination, this bill ought to be 
rejected; because, though a strong case, it ought 
not to be made an exception to the general rule. 


But if the law ought to be altered, it should be | 
done by a general law, which wculd include this | 
The rejection of the bill | 
shows the sense of the House, that these principles | 


and al! similar cases. 


of the pension laws shall be maintained.] 


The bill for the relief of the legal representa- | 


tives of Nathaniel Tracy and Thomas Gordon, re- 


ported with an amendment, striking out the interest, | 
which, after some remarks from Messrs. UNDER- | 
WOOD, McKENNAN, CUSHING, and POT- | 


TER, when— 


Mr. ALLEN of Vermont moved to postpone it | 


till Friday next. 


Mr. CUSHMAN moved to lay the bill on the | 


table: lost. 


After some further remarks from Messrs. AL- | 


LEN and UNDERWOOD, 


Mr. LOOMIS moved to postpone the bill to Sa- | 


turday next; which motivn prevailed. 
The bill for the relief of the representatives of 


Colonel Francis Vigo was taken up, and the ques- | 
tion pending was upon the amendment of the com- | 


mittee, striking out the clause allowing interest. 
After some explanation by Messrs. UNDER- 

WOOD, PETRIKIN, POPE, CUSHMAN, MER- 

CER, EWING, WHITE, ADAMS, PARMEN- 


TER and CAMBRELENG, the yeas and nays | 
having been ordered, the question was taken, and | 


the vote was, ayes 86, noes 56. 

So the amendment was concurred in by the 
House, and the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read on Monday. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
William T. Smith was postponed to Saturday next. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Sumpter was 
postponed to Saturday next. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
Thomas Jett was postponed to Saturday next. 

The bill for the relief of the representatives of 
James Madison, was postponed to Saturday next, 
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The bill for the relief of George Gibson, was or. 
dered to be engrossed, and read a third time on 
Monday. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of William 
Vawter, was nexttaken up, and the question was 
on concurring with the committee in their amend- 
ment striking out the enacting clause. 

The question was discussed by Messrs. UNDER- 
WOOD, ALLEN, MERCER, and CHAMBERS 
after which it was taken, and decided in the affir. 
mative—ayes 46, noes 19, not a quorum. 

When upon motion of Mr. WISE, the House 
adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Saturpay, June 9, 1838. 

Mr. PIERCE presented a petition from the 
Rhode Island State Temperance Society, which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Adairs. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said he rose to present 
some petitions, few in number, all relating to the 
same subject, and praying the establishment of a 
United States Bank. They profess, said Mr. C. to 
be from men of all parties; men who have felt the 
pressure in their business from the present deranged 
state of the currency, particularly at the South and 
Southwest, where a large portion of their trade was 
concentrated. Constituted as Congress now was, 
he felt how utterly unavailing would be all their 
prayers. One of these petitions was from certain 
friends of the Administration, that was, late friends 
of the Administration whose complexion was indi- 
cated by certain marks affixed to their names, 
which would enable any Senator interested to as- 
certain if the facts were as stated. He would only 
move that they be received, and Jaid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Manhattan county, Ohio, praying a 
reformation of the post office regulations in rela- 
tion to newspapers printed in the county: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
made several reports, favorable and adverse, on the 
pension bills received from the House; on which, 
when they came up, he would offer a synopsis of 
the evidence. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the following bills: 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb. 

The bill for the relief of Isaac Austin. 

The bill for the relief of Oliver Pecker. 

The bill for the relief of William Fitzgerald. 

The bill for the relief of William Jenkinson. 

The bill for the relief of Conrad Wedrig. 

Also, from the same committee, the following 
bills, without amendment: 

The bill for the relief of Amos Thompson. 

The bill for the relief of Neil McNeil. 

The bill for the relief of Solomon Ketcham. 

The bill for the relief of Christopher Dennison. 

The bill for the relief of Frederick Hill. 

The bill for the relief of Simeon Smith. 

Also, the bill for the relief of Anna West, with 
an amendment. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Morris on Thurs- 
day having been called up, 


Mr. MORRIS said he had received information 
from resident citizens of Ohio, that there were two 
land districts in that State, where all the sales of 
the public lands would not pay the officers’s salaries 
for one month. In short, he said, the land offices 
should be reduced, or the whole value of the 
public lands would be absorbed in expenses, and 
expressed a hope that the committee would give 
the subject their special attention. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The bill for the relief of Richard P. Banks of the 
State of Arkansas, was read a third time and 
passed. 

The joint resolution relating to the purchase of 
the History of the Revolution, was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

A strenuous effort was made on the part Mr. 
TROTTER to have the vote relating to the inde- 
finite postponement of the bill regulating the sala- 
ries of certain judges of the Circuit Court of the 
United States, which failed. 
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And on motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
And afterwards adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, June 11, 1838. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved that ths Committee of the Whole be 
discharged from the furgher consideration of the “bill for the 
relief of William Wickham;” which motion being agreed to, 
the bill was brought into the House, and, on Mr. C’s motion put 
on its third reading. 

Mr. ADAMS made eome objection to it, and Mr. CusHMAN 
having explained, it was postponed till to-morrow. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY move.a suspension of the rules for 
the purpose of going into Committee of the Whole, or the resolu- 
tion providing for the publication of certain maps, but the mo- 
tion did not prevail. 

Resolutions were then called for: 

Mr. PRENTISS, of Mississippi, offered the following resolu- 


tions: 

1, Resolved, That the power of designating the time, place 
and manner of elections for Representatives is expressly given 
by the Federal Constitution to the Legislatures of the States 
respectively, subject to no supervision or control, except by 
law of Congress only; and that, in the exercise of this power, 
the State Legislatures may constitutionally fix the time of 
election subsequent to the expiration of the Congress preceding 
that for which such election is to be holden. 

2. Resolved, That neither the Federal or State Executive 
can constitutionally anticipate, supersede, or change the times 
ef elections as fixed by the State Legislatures. 

3. Resolved, That this House has not the constitutional 
power, either —— or judicial, by its own action alone, 
to annul, suspend, or impede the operation of an act of a State 
Legislature, fixing the time, place, and manner of election for 
Representatives. 

4. Resolved, That ro election, or action of this House, can 
deprive the people of any State of their constitutional rights of 
electing representatives to Congress at the time designated for 
that purpose by the Legislature of such State; that the claim 
of such right on the part of this House would be a dangerous 
encroachment upvn the rights of the States, and its exercise a 
direct and palpable violation of the Constitution. 

5. Resolved, That the constitutional jurisdiction of this 
House over the subject of representation is a limited one, em- 
bracing the question of election, qualification, and return only; 
and in judging of eleccion, this House is bound to judge in ac- 
cordance with the act of the State Legislature regulating the 
time, _ and manner thereof. 

6. Resolved, That in accordance with aconstitutional act of 
the Legislature o! the State of Mississippi, prescribing the 
time, place and manner of election for Representatives to Con- 
gress, and in compliance with all the provisions of said act, an 
election was holden in November last for two Representatives 
from said State to the Twenty-fifth Congress, at which election 
8. 5. Prentiss and Thos. J. Word were duly elected, possessed 
the aa qualifications, and were duly and legally re- 
turned. 

7. Resolved, That the resolution of this House, adopted on 
the 5th dav of February last, denying to said Prentiss and Word 
seats in this House as members thereof, was a dangerous at- 
tack upon the elective franchise, in derogation of the rights of 
the State of Mississippi, in violation of the Constitution of the 
United States, and a mischievous example to future times. 

Resolved, therefore, That said resolution be, and the same 
is hereby, rescinded. 

Objection being made to the consideration of the resolutions 
at this time, they will lie over, under the rule. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, they ordered to be printed for 
the use of the House. 

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be instructed to 
inquire into the re of liquidating and paying the 
account of John M. Read, district attorney for the eastern dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania, for his services in taking testimony, and 
in making a report thereon, in the case of Charles G. Sibbald, 
under a resolution of the House of Representatives, and for 
money necessarily expended in obtaining copies of records. 

On motion of Mr. HAMER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from West Union, in Adams county, to Hills- 
borough, in Highland county, Ohio; also, a post route from 
Williamsburg to eee in Clermont county, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing arrear- 
ages of pension to Jesse Dodd, due him for revolutionary ser- 
vices, 

On motion of Mr. LEGARE, 

Resolved, That the President be requested to instruct our di- 
plomatic — in Germany to endeavor to procure a reduc- 
tion of the duties on American rice imported into the States of 
Germany, especially those associated in the Commercial and 
Custom Union. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of providing by law for re- 
funding to applicants the fees they may havo paid fora reissue 
or modification of their patents, when they shall have failed to 
obtain the same. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

_ Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a pension agency at Abingdon, in the State of Virginia. for 
the counties of Lee, Scott, Russell, Washington, Smith, Taze- 
well, ‘wee Grayson. 

Mr. HARLAN offered the following resolution, and objection 
being made to its consideration at this time, it lies over one 
day under the rule: 

solved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform this House whether any pertion of the duties 
which by law devolves on the Secretary of the Navy, has been 
transferred to, and performed by, the Secretary of War; and the 
reasons of the non-performance, if such be the fact, by the 
eer of the Navy, of any of the duties appertaining to his 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, 

Resolved, Th>: the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation for 





placing a light-boat at or near the harbor of Brunswick, in the 
State of Georgia. - 

On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, War, Navy, and 
the Treasury, respectively, be directed to report to this House 
what exchitetinnsl plans and drawings (if any) have been pre- 
pared under the order and for the use of their Departments re- 
spectively, since the 4th day of July, 1836; who have been em- 
ployed in preparing the same; and what compensation has been 
made therefor. 

: On motion of Mr. CUSHING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be instruct. 
ed to consider the expediency of providing by law for adding to 
the annual statistical statement from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, alist of the books imported and produced in the United 
States, each year. 

On motion of Mr. PRATT, 

Resolved, That the Select Committee ona National Foundry 
be insiructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
National Foundry to be located at the city of Hudson, or village 
of Catskill, on the North river, in the State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be 
instructed to inquire into the exdediency of providing by law 
for refunding to the purchasers of public Jands, the amount of 
purchase money paid irto the land offices, for the number of 
acres the Commissioner of the General Land Office shall be 
satisfied, upon proper proof, the tract or tracts sold by the 
— States are deficient of the number so bought and paid 
or. 

Mr. EVERETT offered the following resolution, which, under 
the rule, lies over one day: : 


Reso\wed, That the President of the United State be request- 
ed to cause to be transmitted to this House, at the commence- 
ment of the next session of Congress, a statement of the military 
force employed in the Seminole war, from its commencement, 
showing the number of artillery, dragoons, infantry, and ma- 
rines in the regular army or service of the United States; the 
number of volunteers and militia employed in said war, desig- 
nating the States or Territory to which they belong, and the 
number of Indians employed in said war, designating the tribes 
to which they belong; with the term of service of the several 
corps or detachments employed in said war; with the sum paid 
to the several corps or detachments, for their pay and rations; 
ard astatement of the number of horses lost in the said war, 
with the amount allowed therefor. Also, a statement uf the 
number of officersand men who have been killed, or have died 
of sickness, during the said war; and copies of all accounts 
(other than those included in the foregoing requisitions) allowed 
at the Treasury Department on account of expenditures in the 
Seminole war. 

On motion of Mr J. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Shinston, to Two Mile, in the county of 
Harrison, in the State of Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. MERCER, 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
be directed to reportto this House what quantity of Jand scrip 
would be required, in his judgment, for satisfying the outstand- 
ing military bounty land warrants, granted by the Common- 
wealth of Virginia. 

Mr. KENNEDY offered the following joint resolution; and 
objection being made, it lies over one day under the rule: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Statesof Americain Congress assembled, That 
the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and required to cause the public moneys to be deposited in 
such bank or banks, after the 15th day of July next, as shall 
consent and agree to receive the same on the following terms: 

First. That said bank or banks shall agree to pay over the 
said public moneyson warrant, from time to time, when and 
whenever the public convenience shall require the same to be 
paid, in the legal currency of the United States, if demanded, 
free of all charge or expense to the Treasury. 

Second. That such banks shall guarantee all bills of exchange 
supplied by it, or them, to the Government, in the transfer or 
pay of such moneys. 

hird. That said bank or banks shall perform the same 
duties in relation to loansand pensions, as have been heretofore 
rformed by the Bank of the United States, or the deposite 
oot free of all charge to the Government; and finally, that 
said bank or banks shall deposite with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, as a security for the punctual payment of the said 
een moneys, and for the faithful performance of the duties 
ereinbefore referred to, stocks of the United States, Treasury 
notes, er stocks of the several States, such as the said Secretar 
shall approve, to the amount of five millions of dollars, esti- 
mating the same by the par value thereof. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be empow- 
edto adopt all such measures as he may deem necessary to 
carry the above resolution into effect,in such manner as shall 
most securely provide for the deposite and payment of the 
public moneys in accordance therewith. 

Resolved, Thatit is expedient and proper that so much of 
the fifth section of the act, entitled “ Anactto regulate the de- 
Posites of the public moneys, approved on the 23d June, 1836, as 
prohibits the receipt by the Government of the notes or bills 
of banks which issue or pay out notes or bills of a less deno- 
mination than five dollars, be forthwith repealed. 

On motion of Mr. KENNEDY, said resolution was ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to 
report to this House a’statement of the amount of money re- 
aves and expended by the United States, in each State, in the 
years 1833, 1834, 1835, 1836, 1837, designating the several prin- 
cipal heads of expenditure and receipt, and the amounts of the 
same respectively. 

On motion of Mr. SNYDER, 

Resolved ,That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a mail route from Clarksville, in Pike county, Missvuri, to 
Phillip’s Ferry, on the Illinois river, in the State of Iilinois; al- 
80, from Jonesborough, via Whitaker’s Landing, mouth of 
Muddy Breesville, to Liberty, Illinois. 

On motion of Mr. CART 

Resolved, That the Committee for} the’ District’of Columbia 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of requiring the 
Corporation of Washington to remove from the principal street 





leading due east from the fiontof the Capitol, the Market house 
now standing thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS offered the following resolution, which was read 
and rejected: 

Resolved, That Wednesday, the 20th instant, at 1 o'clock, be 
assigned for the consideration, in the Committee o! the Whole 
on the state of the Union, bills from the Senate numbers 147, 
175 and 176, reported by the Committee of Manufactures, with- 
out amendment. 

On motion of Mr. MENEFEE, 

Resotved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to this House such information as he may possess relating to 
the alleged attack on the American steamboat Telegraph, in the 
British waters, and to the alleged destruction ot the British 
steamboat Sir Robert Peel, in the American waters; what mea- 
sures, if any, have been adopted in consequence thereot; and, if 
not incompatible with the public intereat, such correspondence, 
if any, as may have occurred between this Government and the 
British Minister, or Canadian autkorities in relation thereto; and 
any information possessed by him concerning the concentration 
and movements of foreign troops on the Northern or Northeas 
tern frontier of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. RRONSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct 
ed to inquire and report whether any other or further legisla- 
tive enactment by Congress is necessary for the prevention or 
punishment of the crime of piracy, er aats in the nature of pi- 
racy, committed on the inland lakes or waters; and whether any 
other penal acts are necessary for the safety and protection of 
vessels navigating the Northern lakes, and rivers connected 
therewith. 

On motion of Mr. FILMORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Miliary Affairs be «h- 
rected to a into the expediency of authorizing immediate 
surveys and estimates for suitable fortificatioas for the protec- 
tion and defence of the Northern frontiers 

On motion of Mr. DEGRAFFP, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Prvate Land Claims 
inquire into the expediency of granting bounty land to Hugh 
Riddle, late a sergeant in the Sixth Regiment of Infantry, for 
services rendered during the late war. 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Canals be tn 
structed to inquire into the expediency of a survey of che Ten 
nessee, Little Tennessee, Holston, Hiwassee, Clinch, French 
Broad, Nolachucky, Sequachee, Tellico, Watauga, and Lite 
rivers. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Public Lands be instrua! 
ed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the number of 
offices for the sale of public lands in the State of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. MILLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Poat 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expedicney of establish 
ing amail route from the city of St. Louis, Missouri, to the 
settiement at or near the mouth of the Missouri river, in Sr 
Louis county; thence by way of Belle Fontain to Portage, Des 
Sioux, in St. Charles county, in said State 

Mr. WISE offered the following resolution, which, under the 
rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to communicate to this House all correspondence anid 
information in possession of the Executive Department, in rela- 
tion to the visit of Lewis Cass, our Minister at the Court of 
France, to the Mediterranean. its objects and results, and its 
expenses to the nation; whether he voyaged in a national vessel, 
at the public expense, and whether other persons, and, if so, 
what persons, accompanied him at the public expense; who re- 
presented the United States at the Court of France during the 
absence of the said Lewis Cass, and whether he has been paid 
the full outfit and salary of an Envoy Extraordinary and Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary at said Court 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. BOON moved to take up the resolution submitted by 
him on Monday last, fixing the day of adjournment. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. B. moved a suspension of the rules and asked for the 
yeas ani days; which ling ordered, were—yeas 57, nays 69. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved a suspension of the rules for the 
purpose of making the following bill the special order for 
Saturday next: 

“A bill to enlarge the provisions of the act entitled An act grant- 
ing half pay to widows or orphans, where their husbands and 
fathers have died of wounds received in the military service of 
the United States, in certain cases, and for other pur poses.”’ 

Mr. R. asked for the yeas and nays, but the House refused to 
order them, as it did also to suspend the rules—ayes 77, noes 55, 
not two-thirds. 

Several other motions were also made for priority of busi 
ness, all of which were ineffectual. 

SMALL NOTE RESTRICTION. 

Mr. KILGORE moved a suspension of the rules for the pur- 
pose of subniitting the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, Thai 
the operation of so much of the actof June 23d, 1£36, entitled 
“An act to regulate the deposites of the public money” as pro- 
hibits the receipt of the notes or bills of specie paying banks 
which have issued since the 4th of March, 1535, notes or bills of 
a less denomination than five dollars, be, and the same is 
hereby, suspended for the period of two years. 

And he it further resolved, That the operation of the 2d 
section of the act of April 14, 1896, entitled “An act making 
appropriation for the payment of the Revolutionary and other 
pensions of the United States for the year. 1836,’’ be, and the 
same is hereby, suspended for the period of two years. 

Objection being made, Mr. K. moved a suspension of the 
— but the House refused—yeas 98, nays 82—not being two- 
thirds. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented a petition from the work- 
men heretofore employed.upon the public buildings, which 
was read and laid on the table. 

Mr. BOULDIN, froin the Committee on the District of 
Columbia, reported the bi!l from the Senate to incorporate the 
Medical Society of the District of Columbia, with amendments; 
which was referred to the same Committee of the Whole whieh 
has other bills for the District under consideration. 

The special order, being the consideration of bills relating to 
the District of Columbia, was then announced, when 

Mr. THOMAS rose and made an appeal to the House to take 
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up the motion to reconsider the vote laying the bill in relation 
to the Treasury buiiding on the table, and moved a suspension 
of the rules, which was agreed to, yeas 140, noes not counied. 

Mr. HARRISON moved to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the tabie 

Mr. GRAHAM of North Carolina asked for the yeas and 
nays, which, being ordered, were, yeas 86, nays 100. 

So the House refusing to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table, the question recurred on that motion 

Mr. YELL moved a call of the House, for he wanted to have 
the question settled, as he saw some gentlemen were deter- 
mined to have the new building pulled down at all events; 
but the House refused. 

Mr. YELL and Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky simultaneously 
called for the yeas and nays on the motion to reconsider, and 
being ordered, they were, yeas 103, nays 91. 

So the vote waa reconsidered, and the question recurred on 
the motion to lay the bill on the table, which was decided in 
the negative without a division. 

The question then recurred upon the amendments reported 
by the Committee of the Whole 

Mr. MERCER moved an amendment, providing that the 
whole cost of evecting the new Treasury building proposed by 
one of the arnendmenta, to one hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars, which amendment was adopted without a division, 

The queation then being ow the amendment as amended. 

Some remarks were made by Messrs. WISE and MERCER. 

Mr. YELL offered an amendment providing that no further 
expenditure should be made upon the building tll the Treasury 
shall be relieved from the burden of ten millions of Treasury 
notes issued during this session of Congress. 

Mr. YELL went at length into some remarks in opposition te 
the bill, and was followed in the debate by Mr. WILLIAMS of 
Kentucky, who went at length into an opposition to the bill; and 
hy Mr. REED, who was in favor of it. 

Mr, CUSHMAN moved tolay the whole subject on the table, 

Mr. MONTGOMERY demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 95, nays 98. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the table. 

The question was then taken on the amendment of Mr. 
YELL; and it was rejected without a division 

The question then recurred upen the original amendment; 
meena a few remarks by Messrs. BOON, LINCOLN, anc 

PELL, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to lay the billon the table; upon 
which motion the yeas and nays were ordered, and were—yeas 
91, naye Ol 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

The House then went into Commit'ce of the Whole, Mr. Un- 
pERWoOOD 10 the chair, in execution of the special order to con- 
sider bills relating to the District of Columbia. 

1. The bill relating to the Orphan’s Court of the county of 
Alexandria, in the District of Columbia, was considered and laid 
aside, to be reported. 

2. The bill for the relief ofthe heirs of Lewis Grant Davidson, 
was verbally amended, and laid aside, to be reported. 

3. The bill making appropriations for the support of the 
Penitentiary inthe District of Columbia was then taken up. 

Mr. DAWSON moved an amendment to increase the salary 
of the keeper, which was agreed to; and the bill was laid aside 
to be reported, 

4- The bill'providing for a free bridge across the eastern 
branch of the Potomac river, in Washington, was then taken 
upr— 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the words “or more 
bridges’? wherever they occurred, so as to confine the object of 
the bill toone bridge; which was agreed to- 

Mr. JENIFER moved an amendment to authotize the ap- 
pointnment of commussioners to determine the sums to be 
awarded to the other bridges: which was adopted, and the bill 
was laid aside to be reported. 

5. The bill to make temporary provision for the comfort and 
support of certain lunatics in the District of Columbia, was ta- 
ken up and ordered to be reported. 

6 The bill for the erection of a court-house in Alexandria, in 
the District of Columbia, was taken up, and, afier discussion 
by Messrs. BOULDIN, PETRIKIN, ard JENIFER, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved to strike out the enacting clause; 
which was rejected—ayes 9, noes 31: not a quorum. 

The committee then rose and reported the fact that they were 
without a quorum. 

Mr. EVERETT moved a call of the House; which motion 
was rejected-—ayes 25, noes 38. ’ 

Mr. EVERETT then moved an adjournment; which the 
Ilouse refused. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina moved a reconsideration 
of the vote by which a call of the House was refused. 

On this motion Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 65, nays none. 

Soa call of the House was ordered. 

After proceeding some time in the call, it was suspended, 
and the House went again into Committee of the Whole. 

The Court House bill was further discussed, amended, and 
laid aside to be reported. 

7. The bill to establish a criminal court in the Distiict of Co- 
lumbia was taken up. 

Mr. PETRIKIN movod to amend the bill by reducing the 
salary of judge from tweity-five hundred to two thousand dol- 
Jars: carried. 

Mr. PETRIKIN then moved to strike out the fifth section, 
whice provides for the punishment of persons who shall steal 
out of the District, and bring thestolen property into the Dis- 
trict, in the same manner as if they had committed the origi- 
nal felony in the District, with various provisions. 

“The section was opposed by Messrs. PETRIKIN, FILL- 

ORE, BRONSON, FLETCHER of Vermount. and 
THOMAS, and supported by Messrs. DAWSON, HOFF- 
MAN, BOULDIN, and LOOMIS. 

The amendment was then decided in the negative—ayes 35, 
noes 50. 

Other amendments were proposed, with a view to have them 
discuased and acted on in the House, and the bill was laid aside 
to be reported. 

& The bill in relation to the Medical Society of the District of 
Columbia was then taken up, and was laid aside to be reported 
with amendments. 

9. It was next moved to take up the bill giving the assent of 
Congress to an act of the Legislature of Virginia, to amend 
the act incorporating the Alexandria and Falmouth Railroad 
company; but wpor. that question it was ascertained that a 
guorum did not vote, and the committee rose and reported that 
jact to the Heuse. 
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The SPEAKER, upon a count, reported that 123 members 
were present, which wasa quorum, and the House went again 
into Committee. 

The question recurred upon the motion to take up the last 
named bill, and upon taking the vote, by tellers, there were re- 
ported, = 70, nays 43, not a quorum. 

a HAIR counted and ascertained 110 members within 
the bar. 

The committee then rose, and again reported that they found 
themselves without a quorum. 

Mr. HAYNES moved an adjournment; which was lost— 
ayes 58, noes 67. 

It having been ascertained by the Speaker that there was a 
quorum, the House again went into committee, and the question 
recurring on the motion to take up the railroad bill, the vote 
by tellers was—ayes 62, noes 45, not a quorum. 

Members were called from without the bar, and the question 
was again taken, and resulted—ayes 70, noes 32. 

The committee again rose, and reported that they were with- 
out a quorum. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY moved an adjournment. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays; which were not 
ordered. 

The question on the adjournment was then taken by tellers, 
and was—ayes 47, noes 55. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved a call of the House; upon which the 
yeas and nays being ordered, the vote was—yeas 58, nays 65. 

So the Houfe refused to order a call. 

The House, there being a quorum, again went into commit- 
tee, and took up the railroad bill, last named, with amendments 
reported by the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The bill and amendments having been read, 

Mr. PETRIKIN rose tw a point of order, and inquired if 
this bill came within the special order, which referred to bills 
relating to the District of Columbia. He said this was acon- 
tract between the Government anda corporation, which did not 
affect the District of Columbia. 

The CHAIR decided that the bill was embraced in the spe- 
cial order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN appealed from the decision; which was, after 
some debate, affirmed by the Housge. 

The question was then taken on the amendments, and the vote 
was—ayes 54, noes 49, not a quorum. 

The CHAIR counted the members present, and reported 
122, which was a quorum. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved to lay the bill aside in committee 
for the present. He had some objections to the bill. 

After some debate, the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McKENNAN moved that the committee rise, and report 
the bills to the House. 

Mr. THOMAS made an appeal to the committee, to take up a 
bill restricting issues of small bills in the District. 

The question was about being put; when 

Mr. ADAMS made a question of order, whether the motion 
to take up another bill did not take precedence of the motion to 
rive 

The CHAIR decided that the motion to rise was in order. 

Mr. PETRIKIN called fortellers. which were ordered. 

The question on the motion to rise was then taken, and de- 
cided in the affirmative—ayes 66, noes 64. 

So the committed rose and reported the above named bills to 
the House. 

The act relating to the Orphan’s Court of Alexandria coun- 
ty. in the District of Columbia, was read a third time, and passed. 

The act to make temporary provision for the support and 
comfort of certain lunatics in the District of Columbia, was 
read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpay, June 11, 1838. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of sundry citizens of Il- 
linois, praying for the establishment of a post ronte: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
which had been referred the bills making appropriations for 
the construction of certain roads in Florida, and granting the 
right of way through the lands of the United States to certain 
railroad companies in Florida, reported the same without 
amendment. 

On motionof Mr. LYON, the resolution calling on the Presi- 
dent for certain correspondence between the authorities of 
Great Britain and those of the United States on the subject of 
the recent disturbances on the frontiers not heretofore commu- 
nicated, was taken up; and, 

After some remarks from Mr. TALLMADGE, it was, on his 
motion, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communicate to the 
m enate any information which may have been recently received 
at the Department, indicating a hostile disposition in the Indian 
tribes bordering on the Arkansas frontier. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the bill to encourage the introduc- 
tion and promote the cultivation of tropical plants in the 
United States was considered, and ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. ‘ 

A great number of private bills from the other House were 
read twice, and referred. 

Mr. MOUTON, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
reported a bill to confirm certain land claims in the Washita 
eno nae Louisiana, which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which 
had been referred the petition of Harriet Livermore, made an 
unfavorable report thereon. 

Ov motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate went into the conside- 
ration of Executive business; after which, 

It adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tusspay, June 12, 1838. 

Mr. TOWNS, on leave, presented a petition for a claim, as 
did also Mr. MERCER, one from a Deschationaey ateeiety and 
Mr. BANKS, and Mr. CARTER of Tennessee, also. 

Papers were withdrawn in sundry private cases by Messrs. 
THARRISON, BRONSON, and DUNN. 
reported Senatafbil forthe relief of Joh MeCariney, with a ty. 

ior the relief of Jo artney, a Te- 
commendation that it do not pass, and it was committed. 


Mr. YELL, on leave, submitted the followin io 
which was axvesd te: ’ § resolution, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commy. 
nicate to this House, without ae copies of all communica. 
tions from General Nathan Arbuckle, during the last 12 months 
in relation to the probability of an Indian war upon the Wes. 
ern frontier, with such other information as may be in posses. 

sion of the War Department touching that subject. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Commatee on Commerce, report 
oo an amendment, Senate bill for the relief of Noah 

iller. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported 
Senate bill authorizing the Portage Canal Company to entey 
certain lands in Wisconsin Territory, with a recommendation 
that it do not pass: committed. 

Mr. C. also reported Senate bill in regard to the town of 
Sonthport, in the Territory of Wisconsin, with the same recom. 
mendation as to the above, and this was also committed. 

Mr. YELL, from the same committee, reported, without 
amendment, Senate bill to confirm certain entries of public 
lands, permitted to be made by the register and receiver of a 
certain land district, under the belief that they had been offer. 
ed for sale, and moved its third reading. 

Mr. HARLAN moved the commitment of the bill to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, which motion, after some 
conversation between the two gentlemen, was assented to by 
Mr. Y. and the bill so referred. ; 

Mr. BOON, from the same commtttee, reported, withou: 
amendment, Senate bill to authorize John E. Metcalf and others 
to locate certain pre-emption claims to land in Indiana, and 
moved its third reading. 

Mr. HARLAN moved to commit this bill to the Committee 
of the Whole, which, aftersome remarks from Messrs. BOON, 
WHITE of Indiana, MASON of Ohio, but eventually, on mo. 
tion of Mr. BOON, the bill was postponed 

Mr. GRENNELL moved a suspension of the rule to enable 
him to submit an order for the House tu take a daily recess 
hereafter from two to half past three o’clock, p. m. which be- 
ing agreed to—ayes 116, noes not counted 

r. MONTGOMERY moved from half-past 2 till 4. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved the previous question, which 

was seconded, and the order adopted. 
PENSION SYSTEM. 

Mr. CARTER moved to make the three general pension 
bills the special order for Saturday next. 

Mr. C. explained the character of the bills, and made an 
earnest appeal to the House in behalf of his motion. The titles 
of them were as follows: 

_ 1. A bill granting an additional quantity of land for the loca- 
tion of revolutionary bounty land warrants. 

2. A bill to enlarge the provisions of the act granting half-pay 
to widows or orphans, where their husbands and fathers have 
died of wounds received in the military service of the United 
States in certain cases. 

3. A bill to extend the pension law of 1832 to Western Indian 
fighters between the years 1783 and 1795. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he should object to making any 
more special orders. 

Mr. CARTER moveda suspension of the rules. 

Mr. RENCHER remarked that, as the bills were in Commit- 
tee on the Union, a majority in committee could take them up 
at any time. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, also objected. _ 

Mr. CARTER asked for the yeas and nays, which the House 
refused, as it did the motion to suspend: yeas 93, nays 53, not 
two-thirds. : 

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re 
ported without amendment, Senate bill to reorganize the Dis- 
trict Courts of the United States in the State of Mississippi; 
which, on Mr. T’s motion, was ordered to a third reading, and 
then read the third time and passed. . 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked leave to submit the 
following amendment to the rules and orders of the House: 

“That no representative of this House shall be entitled to re- 
ceive a per diem allowance for any day he shal] not answer to 
his name on the first call of the names of the members, when a 
call of the House shall be ordered by a majority of the members 

resent, unless he shall have been absent on the business of the 
oak and by its order or permission, or uniess he shall have 
been detained by sickness, within the provisions of the second 
section of the act of January 22, 1818, allowing compensation to 
members of Congress and to the delegates of Territories, or un- 
less he shall be excused by the House for not being present. 
And it shall be the duty of the Clerk to certify to the Speaker 
the names of all such absentees not within the excepted cases. 
And the Speaker shall not include a per diem allowance for 
such absent members not within the exceptions, for the day of 
such absence, in any draft he may draw, to enable such member 
to obtain his other pay. ; 

Objection being made, Mr. W. moved a suspension of the 
rule and asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved to lay the motion to suspend on the 
table. . 

Mr. WHITTLESEY called for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered; and thereupon Mr. HOPKINS, whose sole ob- 
ject had been, he said, to save time, withdrew the motion. 

The House retused to suspend the rule; yeas 89, nays 98, not 
two thirds, , 

Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, read twive, and 
referred to their appropriate standing committees. 

WISCONSIN AND IOWA. : 

The amendment of the Senate :o the bill to authorize the 
President of the United Statee to have the boundary liue of 
Wisconsin ascertained and matked, (being to insert “Iowa” in- 
stead of “Wisconsin,’’) was cyncurred in. . i" 

The bill to grant a quantity of land to the Territory of Wis- 
consin for the purpose of aiding in the construction of a cana! 
to connect Rock river and Lake Michigan was read the third 


ime and 
o PRE-EMPTION BILL. - 
On motion of Mr. BOON, the House went into Committee on 
the Union, Mr. Crac in the chair; and Mr. B. moved to take up 


the tion right bill. 

Mr. SHIELDS moved to lay that bill aside, and take up the 
Tennessee land bill; but, after some conversation, he waived the 
motion at that time, giving notice of his intention to renew it as 
soon as the bill under consideration was disposed of. 

The “bill to grant ce rights to eettlers on the ublic 
lands” was then resumed, uestion pending being on the fol- 

amendment qubmitted by Mr. Linco: 

“Nor shall the benefit of this act extend to any person who 
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before availed himself of a pre-emption right to the entry 
rae of the public lands, and acquired a title thereto by rea- 
such entry.’ 
100 Ot ANDOLPH, who was entitled to the floor, opposed the 
pill at some length. ‘ 

Mr. HARRISON supported it with much energy, and went 
thoroughly into an examination of the principles of the pre- 
emption system generally, and the necessity and omens of its 

resent application, replying to the objections urged against it, 
and defending the character ofthe settlers from tne aspersions 


cast upon them. 
The bill was further debated by Messrs. LNDERWOOD 
of Nerth Carolina, and 


LNQOES, POPE, WILLIAM 

YON. 

— MASON of Ohio opposed the bill at length, and in the 
course of his remarks he appealed to Mr. Cassy of Illinois, as 
a member of the Committee on the Public Lands, to say whe- 
ther any former President, in an annual message, had recom- 
mended a fone law. . 

Mr. CASEY replied that no President had, in an annual mes 
sage, recommended the re of a pre-emption law, until the 

resent Executive in his last message had done so. The !ate 
President, however, had repeatedly recommended that the price 
of the public lands be reduced, and that the means be made 
easy by which any actual settler on the public lands could be 
enabled to secure a home freehold and fireside of hisown. It 
was scarcely necessary, perhaps, to add that Mr. C. was himself 
warmly in favor of both principles, that of pre-emption, and 
that of graduation, by which the rights of the United States 
were apenas and the best interests ofa worthy class of citizens 

romoted. 
. Mr. CRARY followed at length upon the various topics 
connected with the bill; and when he had concluded, 

The amendment offered by Mr. LINCOLN to the amendment 
of Mr. UNDERWOOD, was adopted by Mr. U. ; 

Mr. MARTIN then obtained the floor, and expre:sed his 
wish to address the Committee; but as the hour was late, he 
would, if desirable, yield the floor for a motion to rise. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the committee rise; which motion 
was carried in the affirmative—ayes 70, noes 57. 

The committee then rose and reported progress. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a communication from 
the Secretary of War, enclosing a report from the Colonel of 
Ordnance, in accordance with the act of Congress of April 2, 
1794, in reference to armories; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, acommunication from the Secretary of State, showing 
the number and designation of the passengers who have arriv- 
edin each collection distric: of the United States, and in each 
quarter, during the year 1837, according to the returns made 
to the Secretary of State, pursuant to the act of March 2, 1819, 
regulating )assengers, ships, and vessels; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion, the House adjourned. 





Errata.—In the report of the Senate proceedings of Satur- 
= last, Mr. Trorrer is represented to have made strenuous 
efforts to reconsider the vote relating to the indefinite postpoue- 
ment of the bill regulating the salaries of certain judges of the 
Circuit Courts of the United States. The true state of the case 
— a bill fixing the salaries of certain district judges of 
the United States was reported to the Senate by the Committee 
on the Judiciary some time since, which contained a provision 
for increasing the salary of the district judge of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, (to wit, raising his salary to $2,500.) While the bill 
was before the Senate, in Committee of the Whole, a motion 
was successfully made to — the bill indefinitely. Mr. 
Trotrer, who was notin hisseat at the precise moment the 
motion to postpone prevailed, endeavored to effect a reconside- 
ration of that vote, which motion, so strenuously urged by Mr. 
T. was laid on the table, because it was feared that it would be 
likely to provoke discussion on the day which the chairman of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs had designed to go into Executive 
session. On another occasion, Mr. 'T. was erroneously made to 
move to place “the bill to authorize the State of Mississippi to in- 
vest the two per cent. fund due her” among the general orders; 
whereas Mr. T. moved to make it the specialorder for Wed- 
nesday next, which failed. ‘These corrections are due asan act 
of justice to Mr. Trorrsr, who has been thus inadvertently mis- 
represented in the report by one of the Reporters. 





IN SENATE, 
TvuEspay, June 12, 1838. 

Mr. GRUNDY rose and remarked, that before the Senate pro- 
ceeded to business, he wished to occupy a few minutes ofits time 
He remarked that, when he reached the Senatechamber yester- 
day, the Senate was in secret session, and so continued until 
business required him to leave it late in the evening; so that 
this was the first opportunity presented to him of making a few 
remarks in relatiun to his colleague’s speech, which appeared 
in the Intelligencer of yesterday, and had been made in the 
Senate on the 20th of April last. The most of that speech Mr. 
G. said he had heard, and had replied to at the time. He was 
satisfied with the reply and explanations as far as they went. 
The concluding remarks of his colleague he had not heard. 
They were afterwards imperfectly stated to him by ay pod 
men who had a better opportunity of hearing. He con- 
cluded to wait until the speech was published: he presumed it 
was truly reported; and he should now make that brief reply 
which he should then have made had he heardthem. In doing 
this he should not be unmindful of what was due to himself, to 
the station he seewpiens or tothe place he was in. 

He said he would answer that, so far as hie colleague had 
thrown any personal imputations upon him, he threw them 
from him with all that di and scorn they merited; and he 
Must assure his colleague that, he was sorry to say, the 
harsh, unqualified, and unfavorable opiniee he had thought 
proper to express of him, (Mr. G.) was fully reciprocated, with 
a single qualification, which was that he hoped it was accompa- 
nied with less ill will and more cause. 

_ He co red it fortunate that his colleague was not the 
judge upon whose opinions his (Mr. G.’s) standing, and wel- 
fare, in lifedepended. Were it so, he should much fear that 
what might reasonably he ted from his sense of justice 
wouldbe entirely lost in the predominance of his prejudices and 
Pefle regretted thet he had been ed to in th 
Le regre com to interrupt the 
business of the Senate for a mo Per thing that re- 
lated to himself. He could not havesaid had no desire 
tosay more, unless he was placed under a like necessity; and in 


the event of such an occurrence, he should ask the indulgence 
of the Senate, and he trusted it would not be withheld. 

Aiter he took his seat— 

Mr. WHITE replied in an animated manner, when 

Mr. GRUNDY proceeded in like manner, and at considerable 
length, when he was called to order by the PresipEnt of the 
Senate, who declared that the discussion musi stop; and, there 
upon, Mr. G. inquired if he was required to take his seat. 
Upon being answered in the affirmative, Mr. G. said he obeyed; 
and afterwards— 

Mr. WHITE was permitted to explain a circumstance in his 
own conduct; and then the Senate proceeded to business. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from the Secretary 
ef War, transmitting a report from the Colonel of the Ord- 
nance Department, furnishing the information required by the 
act of 2d April, 1794; which was laid on the table. 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from the Secretary 
of State, containing a statement of the number and designation 
of passengers in the vessels arriving in the ports of the United 


States during the past year, made in pursuance of the actof | 


Congress of 2d March, 1809; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. CLAY presented a petition from sundry citizens of Con- 
perce, praying for the establishment of a Bank of the United 

tates. 

While up, Mr. C. referred to a letter he had just received 
from a highly respectable gentleman, neticing some allegations 
made by the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. Nites) against the 
characters of the signers to the petition on the same subject, 
from New Haven, Connecticut, presented by him some days 
ago. The petition was signed by the Governor of the State, the 
Mayor ef the city, six present and past presidents of banks, and 
as respectable a bedy of citizens as could be found any where 
in the United Siates. Mr. C. said he thought it due to the per- 
sons who chose him as the organ of presenting their communi- 
cation to the Senate to speak in their behalf, and bear his testi- 
mony to their respectability; and he regrette | that a sense of 
justice had not induced the Senator from Connecticut, upon 
looking at the signatures, and seeing who the petitioners were, 
to make the amende honorable, by withdrawing his imputa- 

1ons. 

Mr. NILES denied that he made any allegations against the 
characters of the signers to the memorial referred to. On the 
contrary, he distinctly said, he presumed they were respecta- 
ble. What he did say was, that their paper contained a state- 
ment that was incorrect in point of fact, and if this was a re- 
flection he could not take it back, because he still entertained 
thesame opinion. He only deplored, as he now did, that men 
of high standing and influence in society were so far regardless 
of what was due to themselves and to truth as to make a state- 
ment so much at war with facts. If he had done these peti- 
tieners injustice, he would certainly make the amende honora- 
ble; but he spoke guardedly; he did not speak as of his own 
knowledge, but under his convictions, founded on his acquaint- 
ance with the state of parties and of public sentiment in his 
State. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. CLAY and NILES, 
the petition was laid on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial signed by sundry 
merchants of New Haven, Connecticut, and the resolutions 
adopted at a meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the as- 
sociated banks of Boston, raying for the repeal of the provi- 
sions of the deposite act of 1836, which prevents the collectors 
from receiving in payment of the public dues the notes of any 
banks which issue and pay out notes of a less denomination 
than five dollars. 

BANKS AND BANK NOTES. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a petition from merchants in the 
city of New Haven, Connecticut, (including all the importing 
merchants but one,) praying the repeal of that portion of the de- 
posite act of 1836 which prohibits the receipt by the Govern- 
ment of the notes of banks which, since the passage of that act, 
had issued notes of a denomination less than five dollars. 

Also, another paper of the same character, in the form of reso- 
lutions, from the Board of Commissioners of the Associated 
Banks of Boston and its vicinit and asking the same relief. On 
presenting these petitions, 

Mr. WEBSTER said: The present state of things is truly sin- 

lar. An effort for a general resumption of specie payments 

y the banks is making, and about to be made, all over the 
country. 

Some ef the banks have resumed. But, now, sir, what is the 
attitude in which the Government stands? 

By the new Specie Circular, it is proclaimed that gpecie or 
Treasury notes will be required, unless debtors to Government 
can procure notes of a specie-paying bank of the denomination 
of twenty dollars, or upwards; which bank shall not have issu- 
ed, or paid out, any note under five dollars, since July, 1836. No 
postmaster may receive any note less than twenty doliars! 

This refusing to receive notes under twenty dollars is doubt- 
less founded on the provision in the act of April, 1836, that no 
disbursing officer shall offer in payment any note less than 
twenty dollars. 

I cannot say I think this part of the circular absolutely ne. 
waa so long as the deposite system exists; but, at the same 
time, the provisions of the act of April countenances this regu- 
lation in some degree, if not entirely. 2 

But taking this state of law and this circular together, can it 
be said that Government is encouraging resumption of specie 
payments, or facilitating the restoration of things toa state of 
prosperity? Is there, in the spirit of these regulations, any 
thing to remind us of the course of Government, under similar 
circumstances, in the days of Mr. Dallas and Mr. Crawford? 

In New England, as I believe, all the banks, with one or two 
exdeptions, have issued or paid out small bills since July, 1836. 
x —_ be more than one or two exceptions, I have not heard 
of them. 

In New York, the Legislature felt itself imperatively called 
upon to alter the law of the State, and authorize, at least for a 
time, the issue of small bills. The popular branch of the Le- 
—- was nearly unanimous for an unqualified repeal. 

he Senate preferred a suspension, and a suspension was the 
final result. 

It is admitted, I believe, on all hands, that this measure was 
called for by the people. It was not the result of any bank 
management, or of the operation of any private interests what- 
ever. It was the result of a clear, cont and irresistible demand 
of the public will. Itcannot be charged to party, to manage- 
ment, or to any thing -buta univ conviction that the mea- 
sure would be useful, and was . Ite beneficial effects 


- are not doubted, I believe, by any body, in aiding the banks in 


the great work of resumption. Now, I suppose that all the 













banks in New York, with, perhaps, two or three exceptions 
in the city, have availed themselves of this suspension law, and 
have issued smal! bills. Their notes, therefore, cannot be re- 
ceived at the Custom-house, or the post office, or elsewhere, 
where debts to Government are to be paid. Lsuppose the 
same state of things existe in New Jersey, and many other 
States, both Atiantic and Western. 

Lhave said on a former occasion, and | still think, that the 
measures pursued by Government have overthrown, at 
least for the present, its own policy of discontinuing the use of 
small bills. A state of things has arisen in which the people of 
States which had begun to act on that policy have compelled 
their Legislatures to give up the attempt forthe present. In 
some instances, the laws against small notes have been repeal- 
ed; in others, modified or suspended. All this, I repeat, has 
been the work of the people themselves, acting directly on their 
own Legislatures. Under existing circumstances, they find 
small bilis useful, if notindispensable. And as there is no rea 
son to doubt the solvency of the banks which issue such notes, 
more than that of others, the question may be asked, as it is 
asked, with significarcy and effect by the committee of the as- 
sociated banks in Boston, “why not put the notes of all specic- 
paying banks on the same ground?” 

think, sir, itis the duty of Government, at the present im- 
yortant Moment, to extend a large and liberal confidence to the 
anks, and to encourage their eflorts, and assist their struggles 

for resumption by all proper means. To this end, I think the 
prohibition contained in the fifth section of the deposite law 
ought to be repealed, or suspended for a considerable time, and 
unul circumstances shall favor a renewed attempt to sustain 
the policy heretofore pursued. I am of opinion that itis not 
enough merely to abolish the incapacity, arising from what has 
been done, contrary to the provision ofthe statute. I think itne 
cessary to provide that bank notes of specie. paying banka may 
hereafter be received, at least for some time, although the banks 
issuing them continue to issue small bills. Nothing short of this 
can give effectual relief. The banks cannot now, without great 
public inconvenience, again recall theirsmall notes. The peo- 
ple will not consent that they should. This is a point, I be- 
lieve, on which there is but little difference of opinion in thore 
States in which small notes are issued. 

On the whole, my opinion is, that the best thing to be done, 
under all circumstances, is to repeal the prohibition, and to wait 
for a more favorable opportunity to establish the policy which 
it was intended tosustain. I hope we may see our way ou this 
subject somewhat clearer some time hence than we now see it. 
If arepeal, however, be objected to, a suspension is§indispenra- 
bly necessary; and this suspension hemn be for such a length 
of time as will enable the banks and the public to adjust then 
coucerns to the state of things which wall then be before them. 
But if a suspension only be agreed to, and a day fixed when it 
shall expire, and especially if that day be a near one, the banks 
will be compelled immediately to begin to cal! in their bills, and 
the reliefafforded, ifit be any relief at all, will be crippled and 
ineffectual. Another pressure will commence, and a renewal 
of past troubles ensue. My opinion is, therefore, that, taking all 
circumstances into consideration, it is best to repeal tie prohibi- 
tion, and retain, of course, the power of renewing it when astate 
of thingsshall hereafter arise to juatify such renewal. 

For the same reasons, I think the second section of the act of 
April should also be repealed. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked that the honorable Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. Benton] ina speech which he made upon the 
bill which (tt was said) in effect repealed the late Specie Circu 
lar, observed that the Secretary of the Treasury could not issue 
any new oe order, without incurring censure. No mat 
ter what was its character, or what were its provisions, a future 
Treasury Circular would bring down upon its author the se- 
verestanimadversions. How truly has the prophecy of the Se 
nator become matter of history! he necessary, the proper ac- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury upon the subject ofthe 
currency, the kind of paper money which could be receivable 
for the public dues, calls forth the most determined opposition, 
He was utterly at a loss to know how the Secretary had mace 
himself obnoxious te any merited censure, by reason of ths 
new circular. The Secretary had done his duty: he had done 
nothing more. After the bill passed, doing away with all dis- 
crimination as to the kind of money receivable for Government 
dues, it certainly was a part of the public duty of the head of 
the Treasury Department to issue at once a circular to. corre- 
spond with the existing state ofthings. The Specie Circular of 
July, 1836, was done away; and was the Secretary to make no 
order in relation to this subject? Would the exclusive collection 
of specie, under the act of 1789, for customs as well as for the 
sales of the public lands, been tolerated? And if the joint resolu- 
tion of 1816 was to be carried into practice, could the Secretary 
have been silent? Would he have answered the expectations 
of the business community, if he had vot issued some new cir- 
cular, which would, in effect, secure to that community the be- 
nefit of the joint resolution of 1816? Was not that called for , 
after the recent resolution of Congress, repealing the Specie 
Circular of July, 1836? 

And what are the provisions of this new circular. about 
which so much has been said here and elsewhere? He hac 
carefully examined it; and when he first read it he compared 
it with the existing laws of the land, and he could not weil 
conceive how the Secretary of the Treasury could have iesued 
a different order, unless he had wholly disregarded the provi 
sions of the acta of Congrese, and unless he had intended to 
withhold from the community altogether the benefit of the 
joint resolution of 1816. The Deposite act of 1836 provides, in 
express terms, that the bilis of no bank which shat! have iseued 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars, shall be received 
for the dues of the Government, for lands, or for custome. 
This is the law. And what is the circular? Is it any thing 
more or less than this? Notat all. If the Secretary, in his 
order to the collectors and receivers, had said that the bills 
(without any discrimination) of all banks shal! be receivable 
for public dues, would he not heve been charged, and most 
justly charged, with having violated the letter of the law of 
Congress? Could such an order have been justified upon any 
principle? It could not. The Secretary, then, inthis part of 
the circular, had kept himself within the express terme of the 
Deposite act of ae 1836. His purpose most clearly was, 
after the recent legis!ation, to secure to the business community 
the practical benefits of the joint resolution of 1816. For this 
panos, and with this view, he had issued this new circular; 

ut in promulgating this new order he could not have Leen eo 
faithless to his public duty as to have disregarded the existin 
laws of the la He, therefore, in this respect, had made, and 
most properly made, this circular conferm to the acts of Con 
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grese. He had done nothing more, he could have done nothing 
ees. So much for that part of the circular which prohibits col- 
lectors and receivers from taking the bills of banks issuing notes 
of a leas denomination than five dollars ; 

The other part of the circular which prohibits the receipt 
of any bank nows of a less denomination than twent 
dollars, he thought was equally defensibic. It had been ad. 
mitted, if not, it would not be denied, that no notes of a less 
denomination than twenty dollars could now be offered in pay- 
ment by the Government to its creditors. And not even that 
denomination of paper, unless it were equivalent to specie at 
the place where disbursed,and could be then converted into 
epecie at the will of the holder. This was the law of the land. 
It was no contrivance of the Secretary of the Treasury; but a 
distinct and explicit statntory requisition. He remarked thatthe 
Jdeposite act of 1836 was a dead letter so far as it related to most 
of the banks of the country. 

In Massachusetts, andin the State he in part represented, 
there was not asingle bank which could be selected as a public 
depository consistently with the provisions of the deposite act 
of July, 1836. They had incapacitated themselves from being 
employed as places of deposite of the public money. There 
was not one of them but what had paid out bills of a leas de- 
nomination than five dollars since the suspension of specie pay- 
ment. ‘They had done this, he was free to admit, from neces- 
rity, and with regard to the public convenience. But in doing 
this, 1 could not be denied that they could not thereafter be se- 
lected as depositories of the public money. The deposite act, 
therefore, inust have been regarded by the Secretary at the 
time of the issuing this new circular as, to a great extent, in- 
operauve—ceriainly in his own State, as well asin every other 
State of New England—as if it had never been passed, so 
tar as it related to the employment of the local banks as public 
‘eposiiories, This, he presumed, could not be controverted. 
ile would then ask, what waa the Recretary to do to prevent 
bank paper to be taken of a less denomination than the law 
authorized to be disbursed? Would he have been justified in 
directing the collectors and receivers to take notes of a less de- 
nomination than twenty dollars? He would ask if such had 
been the order, What woald the receivers have done with this 
description of paper? Tt could not have been disbursed con- 
sistently with the existing provisions of law? If a paper of 
a less denomination than twenty dollars should be offered in 
payment by the agents of the Government to its public credi- 
tors, the practice could not fail to have received, as it has al- 
ready received during the present session, the marked condem- 
nation of those who oppose the Administration. Such ade- 
acription of paper could not be placed on general deposite to 
the credit of the Treasurer, because under the deposite act of 
1836 no State bank could be selected as a place of deposite. 
The only: course left for the receivers, would have been to have 
converted such a description of paper at once into specie; and 
he was sure that no friend of the banks would say that such a 
practice would operate to their advantage, or would tend to pro- 
mote their benefit 

The Secretary then in requiring of collectors and receivers 
not to take bank paper ofa less denomination than twenty dol- 
lara, had acted with reference to the existing state of things, and 
with reference to the existing law of the land. He had autho- 
rized the receipt of that description of paper money, which 
alone could be disbursed. He well knew that the banks were 
no longer the fiscal agents of the Government. That the col- 
lectora of thecustoms, and the receivers at the land offices, 
were eharged with the duty of receiving and disbursing the 
public money; and it seemed to him that there would be a most 
glaring absurdity in requiring these public officers to take what 
they could not disburse—te receive notes of a less denomina- 
tion than twenty dollars, when, by the express terms oi the 
statute, no such paper money could be paid to any of the pub- 
lic creditors. 

This then was the head and the front of the Secretary’s of- 
fence. That by reason of the recent legislation of Congress, aud 
to secure to the community the benefits of the joint resolution of 
1816, he had issued a general order to collectors and receivers 
to take that description of paper, and that only, justified by exist- 
ting law; and the notes of those banks, and of those 
banks only, which the deposite act of 1836 permitted. He 
had done what the law authorized, and what itseemed the 
law required him to do; he had done nothing more; and if there 
was cause of oflence, it was notto be traced to that act of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, but to the positive enactments of 
Congress. 

lie wished to say a word or two upon the proposition of the 
Senator from Massachusetts. He could not believe that a ma- 
jority ofeither House of Congress would be found to legalize 
the receipt of bills of a less denomination than five dollars for 
the public dues. Such a proposition could find no favor with 
him; and he should be slow to believe that Congress would, by 
its own legislauon, expel from circulation the specie which the 
existing policy of the Government was well calculated to keep 
in circulation. He believed that the Legislature of his own 
State, and the Legislaturesofall the;New England States, would 
ere long prohibit the banks from issuing bills of a iess denomi- 
nation than five dollars. It was, in his judgment, greatly to be 
desired. The direct !effect of such legislation would be to in- 
troduce at once specie into circulauon for that description of 
paper. The consequence of such an improvement in the circu- 
lating medium would be most sensibly felt by the laboring 
classes of the community—a portion of our citizens mote likely 
to be injured than any other, and much less able to bear loss 
than any other, by a depreciated paper currency. Ile hoped, 


| 


therefore. as a matter of great public convemence, that Con. | 


cress, as well as the State Legislatures, would, by their public 
acts, increase the specie and diminish the paper circulation, In 
ne way could this be done more effectually than to carry out the 
policy of the deposite act of 1836. The papers presented this 
morning by the Senator from Massachusetts look to a departure 
frem that policy. All he would say was, that he was wholly 
opposed to the objectavowed. Nor washe of the opinion that 
there was any greatinconvenience experienced or feltin Boston 
by the importing merchants as things now existed. He had 
read in one of the public journals of that city—a journal not in 
favor of the present Administration—and he had received letters 
from that city; and he could not believe, relying on these 
sources of information, that there was much practical 
embarassment produced among the mercantile commu 


nity iu consequence of the act of July, 1836, and of the | 


recent Treasury Order prohibiting the receipt for customs 
of the notes of banks which had issued bills of a leas de- 
nomination than five dollars. The Merchants’ Banks had 
long since resumed specie payments, He believed that two or 


three other banks had, also, by a vote of their boards of directors, 
resumed specie payments for their liabilities; and, although the 
Merchants’ Bank could not, under the deposite act of 1836, be 
selected as a depository of the public money, having paid out 
the notes of other corporations of a less denomination than five 
dollars, yet that bank had not issued, since the passage of the 
a act of 1836, its own bills of a Jess denomination than five 
dollars. The notes, therefore, uf that bank were receivable for 
yublic dues; and, since its resumption of specie payments, he 

lieved that more than two hundred thousand dollars had ac- 
tually been paid into the Custom House for duties of the bills ef 
that institution. He was advised, and verily believed, that eve- 
ry possible accommodation was afforded to the mercantile com- 
munity by that institution. He, therefore, was not aware ofany 
special inconvenience that was felt by the mercantile commu- 
~ 4 by reason of the prohibitions mentioned in the act of July, 
1836, and he certainly could not agree to any change of the poli- 
cy as manifested by that statute. In his own State there were 
twenty-seven banks—all, with the exception of two, had issued, 
and still continued to issue, their own notes of a less denomina- 
tion than five dollars; and those two had paid, in the course of 
their business, other bank paper of a less denomination than 
five dollars. The two banks to which he referred—one 
at Portemvuuth, the other at Concord—had not issued 
their own paper of a less denomination than five dolla 
and there could be no doubt that the billsof the Commercia 
Bank at Portsmouth, and of the Mechanics Bank at Concord, 
if he was not mistaken astotheir course, would be received for 
the Government dues; ard it was equally clear that the bills of 
all the other banks could not be received, without an entire de- 
parture from the act of July 1836. They had not been re- 
ceived at any time since the passage of that act, and they would 
not be hereafter received, because they would not desist from 
issuing bills of asmall denomination. It was more for their 
interest (o pursue this Course than to have their paper received 
for Government dues. And so it was with a great proportion 
of the banks of Massachusetts. But while he was wholly 
opposed to any material change of the provisions of the act of 
1536, he would have no objection to placing all the banks upon 
the same ground. He would say to them all, if hereafier 
you will cease to issue or to pay out bills of a less denomina- 
tion than five dollars, he would agree to receive their paper 
for customs and for landy. Beyond this he would not go. _Be- 
yond this, with a view to the practical convenience of the 
importing merchants, he did not believe it was necessary to go. 
He hoped, therefore, that the future legislation of Congress, in 
relation to this matter, would be so directed, ‘as to add to, not di- 
minish, the specie circulation of the country. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that it could not be denied that, 
under the operation of existing laws, there was now a total 
disconnection between the Government and the banks, even if 
they resumed specie payments. The separation was complete 
and entire, so far as that the Government could not employ 
any banking institutions which have issued notes under five 
Sdieen and this fact ought to be known to the country and to 
Congress, because the banks themselves had produced the 
separation, even in case they resume. There might be a few 
solitary exceptions; but he had heard of no bank in the coun- 
try, with the exception of these of Missouri and Arkansas, 
which had not either issued smal! notes of its own, or paid out 
those issued by other banks or corporations. None of the 
banks of Pennsylvania had issued notes of less than five 
dollars, but they had generally paid out notes issued by other 
corporations, and therefore, by the deposite act, they me 
disqualified as public depositories. 

{Mr. PRESTON here interrupted Mr. B. to say that none of 
the banks of South Carolina had issued or paid out notes under 
five dollars. } 

Mr. BUCHANAN resumed. The question now was as to 
renewing the connection between the Government and the 
banks. He did not think he should vote for a bill to renew the 
connection. There was another question raised by the Senator 
from Massachusetts, and that was relative to the difference 
between banks which have issued notes under five dollars, and 
those which have only paid out such notes issued by others. 
He did not think there was any difference in point of morality 
or propriety. Mr. B. said he never would agree to repeal the 

srovision referred to entirely ; but, for the sake of giving the 
nks time to resume, he would be willing to suspend its 
operation for a time—say tothe 6th of October next. 

Mr. WEBSTER believed that the interdiction after the 6th 
October next would be the most pernicious measure that could 
be adopted in the event of a resumption. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he rose simply to correct a state- 
ment of the Senator from Pennsylvania, that the banks ofall the 
States, except Missouri and Arkansas, received or paid out 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars. He believed the 
remark was incorrect, so far as the banks of the State of Indi- 
ana were concerned. Those banks are not authorized by their 
charters to issue notes of a less denomination than five dollars, 
and the law of the State prohibits the issue or circulation of 
small notes under a penalty. He had heard of no instance in 
which the banks of Indiana had laid themselves liable to be 
placed under the restriction of the recent circular, whenever 
they shall resume specie payments, nor did he believe such to 
be the fact. So far, therefore,as Indiana was concerned, the 
repeal of the late circular weuld operate most favorably, he 
had no doubt. Butstill he was satisfied that the new circular 
had manifested that justice to the other States required that the 
restriction should be repealed, at least so far asto authorize 
the receipt of the notes of all specie-paying banks that shail 
not, after a given time, issue notes of a less denomination than 
fivedollars. He felt, as at'present advised, dis to go that 
far; but he had yet to be satisfied that it would be good policy 
to encourage the issue of notes ofa leas denomination than five 
dollars; he would, however, not anticipate the argument on 
that question. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was glad to hear what the Senator from 
Indiana had stated in regard to the banks of his State. Then 
there were three States in the Union, Indiana, Missouri, and 
Arkansas, where the banks had not taken the advantage of the 
—— to give out small netes. 

Mr. STRANGE hoped the Senator from Pennsylvania would 
allow him to correct him, so far as the banks of North Carolina 
were concerned. The banks of his State had never issued shin- 
ag at al); and their lowest issues were in notes of three 

ollars 

Mr. BUCHANAN said the Senator from North Carolina need 


‘hot have risen to correct him, as the issue of notes of three dol- 


lare by the banks of his State, disqualified them, under the de- 
posite law. Mr. B. believed that the banks were generally 


able to resume, and dis with the issue of small notes, 

and that all they wanted was a little time. There might be 

some who would prefer the profits and advan’ erived 

from the issue of small notes to the reeeivability of their notes 

by the Government; but he believed that the large and respec. 

table institutions would find it to their interest to dispense with 

the issue of such notes. He would not say any more un 

this rt till the bill of the Senator from Massachusetts 
came in. 

Mr. BENTON said he might be mistaken; but he was 
strongly under the impression that the banks of Massachusetts 
had lost no privilege by the restriction in the deposite law of 
1836. If he was right, these banks had never earned the privi- 
lege of having their notes taken by the Government, by gup- 
pressing their small notes, with the exception, perhaps, of one 
or two banks in Boston. If this was the fact, what right had 
these banks to come forward now, and ask of Congress, not only 
a remission of the penalty, but to encourage them in issuing 
smal) notes, ae ifthere never had been a suspension of 
specie payments, their condition would be the same. The Se. 
nate and country must observe the change of issue now made. 
The qqupesdun tenn in New York; andthe reason given by 
these banks was, that they had been run upon. What was the 
reason given by the rest of the banks of the country? Why, 
they suspended solely because the banks of New York had set 
them the yt age declaring that they would resume as socn as 
New York did; and one of them superadded the declaration, 
“that ifit had consulted its own stréngth,” it would have 
gone on. That was the state of the case. 

Now the banks of New York resume; but a new set of 
banks had sprung up, presenting a change of issue, bottomed 
on an afterthought; which was, that they could not resume 
until the Federal Government would take their notes. It is 
nonsense, said Mr. B. for us to talk as if we did not understand 
that there isa class of banks which is political, contradistin- 
guished from the class which is commercial. The political 
class inclines to take every opportunity to make mischief, 
while the commercial class is endeavoring in goed faith to 
carry out the objects fur which they were created. Thesubiect 
must be treated as it is, and they must call things by their 
right names. He repeated, that the banks petitioning had lost 
no privilege; they had nothing to complain of, nothing to ask 
for. The movement now was, and they should not disguise it, 
to join the banks and the Government together again, after the 
separation had been made by the action of thebanks. It wasjan 
attempt to join Bank and State together; and why should they 
not say so. Mr. B. here referred to the report of the Finance 
Committee, which, he said, had fully gone into and explained 
the whole subject. When the proper time came, Mr. B. said 
he should endeavor to give some reasons for th: part he should 
take and the vote he should give; at present he would not go 
further into the subject. 

After some further remarks from Mr. WEBSTER, the me- 
morials were laid on the table, and ordered to he printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER then, in pursuance of previous notice, ask- 
ed leave to introduce the following: 

A BILL making further provisions for the collection of the 
ublic revenues. 

Be it enacted, §c. That the operation of so much of the act 
of June 23d, 1836, entitled ‘An act to regulate the deposites of 
the public money,” as prohibits the receipt of the notes or bills 
of specie paying banks, which have issued since the 4th of 
March, 1836, notes or bills of a less denomination than five dol- 
lars, be, and the same is hereby, suspended until further order 
of Congiess. ; 

Suc. 2. And beit further enacted, That it shall be lawful 
for the Secretary of the Treasury to select and employ as depo- 
sitories of the public money, according to the provisions of said 
act, any banking institutions which oe De established under 
the provisions of a law of the State in which it exists. 

Sgc. 3. And be tt further enacted, That itshall be lawful for 
the Secretary of the Treasury hereafter to select and employ as 
depositories of the public money, according to the provisions of 
said act, any bank which shall redeem its notes and bills on de- 
mand in specie, notwithstanding it may have stopped specie 
payments since the date of the said act. : 

BC. 4. And beit further enacted, That the operation of the 
second section of the act of April 14, 1836, entitled “An act 
making appropriations for the payment of Revolutionary and 
other pensioners of the United States for the year 1836,” be, 
and the same ishereby, suspended until further order of Con- 

ress. 

. Leave was granted, the bill was introduced, and read the first 
time, and, on the suggestion of Mr. WRIGHT that it would be 
of no use to refer it, a report just having been made on the 
whole subject from the Committee on Finance, the bill was laid 
on the table, with the understanding that it would receive its 
second reading and come under the consideration of the Senate 
to-morrow. co 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred the bill from the House to reorganize the 
Legislative {Council of the Territory of Florida, reported the 
same without amendment. ‘ : 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, reported several bills from the House, without amend. 
ment. E 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of William Pratt. : 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, the Committee on Patents was 
discharged from the further consideration of the petitions of 
Ebenezer Watson and Walter R. Johnson. ; 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Claims, reported 
without amendment, the bill for the relief of William Dixon. 

Mr. R. moved that the same committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the petitions of Hiram H. Lewis, 
and William E. Lewis, and of the representatives of John H. 


Pratt. ; 

Mr. MERRICK asked leave to withdraw the papers of the 
executor of James Cook of Maryland, as they were required as 
evidence in a Court of Chancery. 

This being counter to a resolution of the Senate, offered by 
Mr. Hvssarp, and recently adopted, a conversation of some 
pA on the question of order, chiefly by the VICE 
PRESIDENT, Mr. MERRICK, Mr. HUBBARD, and Mr. 
WEBSTER, which resulted in leave being granted to withdraw 


the ; whereupon 

Mr. HUBBARD offered a resoluuon, which lies over one day, 
ma the resolution formerly {offered by him, prohibiting 
the wit wal of ——_ papers on private claims, one of the 
standing rules of the Benate. 
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